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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Mountain 
Christ's 


Peaks in 
Career 


By the late Dr. L. R. Scarborough 
President, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas 


To study Christ-you must take the long look backward, 
in the endless eternity before time began to register, an in- 
tensive study of the period we call time, and then a long fore- 
ward look to the endless ages of eternity ahead. The Bible be- 


gins with “In the beginning God. . 


.’ John, the love letter 


writer of the Gospels, gives his wonderful record of the inner 


life of Jesus by saying, 


poly > 


}truths of the Bible. 
}Father’s agent in creation, in pres- 


ie Dr._L. R. Scarborough be 


“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by him and 
without him was. not anything 
made that was made. In him was 
life and the life was the light of 
men. And the ight shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness coim- 
prehended it not.” 

Evidently these two descriptions 
are about the same great God. 
Jesus said of Himself, “Before 


1 Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58), 


and John said of Him, “And all 
that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world” (Rev, 13:8). 


His eternal existence is estab- 
lished beyond question in the 
He was the 


(Continued on page 8) 


THE DANGER OF DELAY 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, 


Franklin Road, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


“How shall 


we escape, 1f we neglect so 


great salvation.”—Heb. 2:3. 


In a tent campaign in New 
York, I was alone one day in the 
tent, reading and praying, when I 
came across Matthew 7:13, 14. I 
had read these verses time and 
time again, but it seemed they 
never before struck me with such 
tremendous force. This is the way 
they read, “Enter ye in at the 
strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: Because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.’ 
I had never before noticed that 
these verses plainly teach that 
many, many more people are un- 
saved than are saved, that many 
more people go to Hell than go 
to Heaven! I was startled. And yet 
as I began to think about it, I 
realized that anyone with common- 
sense would know this to be true, 
even if the Bible had not said so. 
Anyone knows that even here in 
America, a _ so-called Christian 
nation, there are many more 
people who are unsaved than there 
are Christians. More“people go to 
the movies than to church ser- 
vices. More people stay home and 
listen to the radio than go to 
church services. More people are 


Ain 


Questions Answered About 


Billy Graham 


1. Is His Preaching Sound Bible Preaching? 


2. Are the Billy Graham Methods Sensible, Spiritual, 


worthy? 


Trust- 


3. Does He Seek the Sponsorship of Modernists? 


4. Does He Use and Endorse 
the Bible? 


the Revised Standard Version of 


5. Does He Sometimes Consort With Modernists? 
6. Do the Billy Graham Crusades Strengthen Modernistic Church- 


es and the Cause of Modernism? 


%. Does Billy Graham’s Future Promise to Turn Out Out-and-Out 


for the True-to-the-Bible Position? 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


— 


People ask many questions about Billy Graham. The 
great promirence he has attained, the publicity, the crowds 


attending his services €«reate 


widespread interest. And the 


very best of Christians are anxious to know certain important 


facts about Billy Graham. 


I do not know all the answers. 
I cannot read Billy Graham’s 
heart. In answering these ques- 
tions I do not speak officially for 
Billy Graham. Yet there are sev- 
eral reasons why I feel I should 
undertake to answer the ques- 
tions. 
_ First, I am an evangelist, with 
all the passion of my soul. I have 
a burden for evangelism, an in- 
terest in evangelism, and an in- 


™ vestment in evangelism. My long 


years of experience in evangelism, 
my close connection with many of 
the very best soul winners in the 
world, the fact that THE SworpD or 
THE Lorp is something of a mouth- 
piece for evangelism means that I 
ought to learn what I can about the 
problems of evangelists and evan- 
gelism, Then I am a friend of Dr. 
Billy Graham. I have known him 
for years. He is on the Co-operat- 
ing Board of the Sword of the 
Lord. He is a graduate of 
Wheaton College, where he at- 


tended along with some of my 
daughters. He has treated me with 
the greatest courtesy. I have fol- 
lowed his campaigns with the 
most intense interest. I recently 
flew to Scotland for seven days 
to be with him in the All-Scot- 
land Crusade. I know his team 
members and have the deepest 
respect for them. Thus, in an 
earnest effort to answer the ques- 
tions of the people and to help, 
I attempt to answer seven impor- 
tant inquires concerning Billy 
Graham, 


1. Is His Preaching Sound 
Bible Preaching? 

Thank God, yes! The preaching 
of Billy Graham is sound Bible 
preaching. The Bible is the Word 
of God. Jesus Christ is the virgin- 
born Son of God. Man is by nature 
a doomed sinner, estranged from 
God. Sinners must be born again. 
People are saved by personal faith 


in Christ on the merits of the 
Shed blood. There is an everlast- 
ing Hell for Christ-rejecting sin- 
ners, an everlasting Heaven for 
those receiving Christ as Saviour. 
The theology of Billy Graham on 
these great fundamentals is sound. 
And that you may see from his 
book, Peace With God. I see it in 
the word-for-word: report of the 
sermons in Nashville, and from 
hearing him day.after day in 
Scotland, Des Moines, and in the 
“Hour of Decision” broadcasts. 

Whatever some suspicious con- 
servatives may think, the aggres- 
sive modernists know where Billy 
Graham stands. 

For @xample, the Rev. Dr. Sir 
George MacLeod ‘opposed Billy 
Graham’s coming to Scotland, and 
after he was there; vigorously at- 
tacked him, Speaking in Montreal, 
MacLeod, who is &n outaand-out 


socialist and modernist, gave the. 


following report: 


“The fundamentalism of Dr. 
Graham ill-accords with the 
work the Church has done these 
fifty years in relationship with 
science, 

“His social escapism hardly 
gears into the real pressures of 
our world while his authorita- 
rian methods have their coun- 
terpart in a wrong trend in our 
social future.” 


This noted liberal has Billy Gra- 
ham plainly placed as an out- 
and-out Bible-believer of the his- 
toric Christian faith, and he is 
right. 

I received a clipping from a 
Methodist paper in England last 
year during the Greater London 
Crusade. There a noted Methodist 
liberal, in telling why he could not 

(Continued on page 9) 


unconcerned about revival meet- 
ings than are concerned. Surely, 
even here in America, more people 
are traveling the broad road that 
leads to Hell than the narrow road 
that leads to Heaven. 

Now, why? Surely there is no 
excuse for any of us not knowing 
about Heaven and Hell and salva- 
tion. There are great radio broad- 
casts where the Gospel is honestly 
and earnestly proclaimed. There 
are thousands of churches where 
pastors preach God’s Word week 
in and week out. Bibles may be 
purchased in bookstores, drug- 
stores, dime stores or from mail 
order houses. More than that, time 
and time again, the Holy Spirit 
speaks to the hearts of men and 
women, warning them of an eter- 
nal Hell. It is clear, then, that 
ignorance is not the main reason 
for people in America going to 
Hell. 

Nor do they go to Hell because 
they plan or want to go there. 
During the eight years I have 
been out of the Moody Institute 
and in revival work, I have asked 
literally thousands of people -if 
they intended to go to Hell. So 
far not one single man or woman, 
boy or girl has told me he delib- 
erately intended to be eternally 
damned. More than that, I sin- 
cerely doubt that there is even 
one person in Hell today who de- 
liberately planned to go there. And 
yet, the cold fact is that multiplied 


thousands of people have died un- 


saved. And there are still multi- 
plied thousands of people alive to- 


day who are unsaved and on the 
road to Hell. Again I ask, why? 
There can be but one answer— 
neglect, 


Many a person is unsaved and 
surely realizes that he is un- 
saved, but he intends to turn from 
sin to the Saviour before it is too 
late. He is gambling on his soul’s 
salvation. When he is urged to 
accept Christ now, he replies that 
he is “not ready yet” but will be 
saved “before it is too late.” And 
yet, the Bible, history and common- 
sense teach us that in all things, 


(Continued on page 11) 


Evangelist Bill Rice 


Teaching of Dr. Nels Ferre 


By Editor Leslie K. Tarr of the Gospel Witness, Toronto 


In the past two issues of THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS we. made 
some very serious charges against 
Dr. Nels Ferre and the Canadian 
Council of Churches which spon- 
sored him in a meeting in Toronto. 
Opportunity was given Dr. Ferre 
and the Council to deny these 
charges in the pages of THE GOS- 
PEL WITNESS but we have had 
absolutely no reply. 

Let this be clear to every read- 
er—it is absolutely impossible to 


‘be on God’s side and at the same 


time to acquiesce to this God-dis- 
honoring teaching.. The Bible and 
Dr. Nels Ferre cannot both be 
right. One is wrong! Let those 
who want to stake their future 
upon the misty promises of teach- 
ers such as Dr, Ferre realize that 
they stand upon shaky and un- 
proven ground. No Christian will 
dishonor God as to believe for 
one moment that the word of any 
mortal is above the _ infallible 
Word of the living God. 


DR. FERRE’S TEACHING 


Since our challenge has not been 
accepted, we shall proceed to out- 
line briefly Dr. Ferre’s teaching 
on eight points. The quotations 
which we give are taken directly 
from his book The Christian Un- 
derstanding of God (published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York, 
and distributed in Canada by Mus- 
son Book, Toronto). 


I. The Bible Is Not the Word 
of God 
“When Protestants set up the 


Bible. as an external authority, 
they showed their need of a ‘paper 
pope’ ” (p. 178). 

“Infallibility belongs to God 
alone and no human being nor 
any human group dare rightfully 
to claim that prerogative. Yet we 
idolize the relative and freeze his- 
tory into perversion and impo- 
tence. Or ‘the Book’ becomes per- 
fect! Even the words become con- 
sidered inerrant. Fearful human 
beings, claiming a liberating Gos- 
pel, barricade themselves behind 
a. book. God’s historic help in the 
Bible becomes frustrating Biblica- 
lism. God’s good means is thus 
defiled through its perversion. The 
false use becomes demonic and 
destructive; and faith flees” (p. 
179). 

“What, however, of the historic 
credibility of the records? The 
records are obviously confused 
and accounts do not always seem 
to agree ....It may well be that 
I Corinthians 15 is heavily edited” 
¢p. 214). 

“The scribes and Pharisees still 
murmur because Jesus receives 
sinners. Even those who wrote 
the Bible had to sponsor such 
attitudes, even to the point of 
making the saints clamor for re- 
venge. How sad is such a state 
of the spirit reflected even in the 
New Testament” (p 233). 


II. Christ Was Not Sinless 


“We have no way of knowing 
even, that Jesus was sinless, but 


(Continued on page 8) 
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* THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 17, 1953 


23,810 Make Public Profession of Faith, May 14-21; Estimated 450,000 
Attendance: Graham Preaches Before the Queen 


By George Burnham 
Chattanooga News-Free Press Staff Writer 


(GEORGE BURNHAM IS A NEWSPAPER 
CITY EDITOR 
DERFULLY SAVED. NOW HE IS WRITING 
PAIGNS FOR SOME 260 AMBRICAN 


OUSLY IMPORTANT OCCASION.—EDI[TOR) 


Campaign Opens Saturday Night With 70,000 
A bitter, bone-chilling wind swept across the historic turf of Lon- 
o's Wembley Stadium on a cloudy Saturday evening as 70,000 gather- 


cr 


a 
Ss 
sunshine would not have gone to an open stadium on a typical Decem- 
“or day to hear a preacher. But Americans are not as hungry or as 
Atenin’ 


_ 


_ ~ rT, lL, > rs ‘ £ r.* } na 
isctplined as the people of E:ngiand. 


The beautiful stadium, where the sports champions of the world 
shave performed, was immaculate down to the rolled red cinders of 
the speedway track. Signs pointed “To the Bars” and “To the Tote” 
or drinking and gambling. but these places were out of business for a 
might. A long red carpet was stretched all the way across the emerald 
turf from in front of the roval box to the speaker’s platform. Two 
weeks ago Queen Elizabeth sat in the box for the cup final soccer 
@natch. On this night, Mrs. Ruth,Graham from Black Mountain, N. C., 
sot in the box with her 10-year-old daughter, Virginia. : 


A rustling went through the crowd as 
#2 illv stepped out onto the carpet with the 
#8 shop of Barking, who wore his familiar 
@knee britches... Billy had a splitting head- 
ache. He had looked forward to the meet- 


4ngz with “fear and-trembling, utterly de- 


“hoard 


pendent upon Almighty God.” 
Sitting in front row seats were four 
‘“‘teedy boys” (zuit suit hoodlums) from the 


fieart of London’s gangland. Dressed in 
@onug coats and drainpipe trousers, they 
mervously fingered their string ties. The 


feader, a powerfully built youth with razor 
scars on one side of his face said, “We 
this Graham bloke could put over 
‘the spiel. We wanted to see if he was 
‘just as good as on television.” 

° Associate Evangelist Grady Wilson read 


‘the 8th Psalm with his voice bouncing all 


over the vast stadium, as technicians hur- 
wiedly tried to work the bugs out of the 


spublic address system. Words of welcome 


and praise were given by the Bishop of 
farking and the Rev. F. D. Copeland- 
Simmons, moderator of the Free Church 
Council. Soloists George Beverly Shea sang 
“Were You There When They Crucified 
My Lord?” Not a whisper could be heard 
fromm the 70,000 as America’s most famous 
gospel singer breathed the stirring words. 
Music Director Cliff Barrows, who handles 
thousands of singers with effortless ease, 


led the throng in singing “The Lord’s 
Prayer” The booming words could be 
heard for miles around. 


A. cold rain began to pepper down as the 


people sang. Umbrellas went up and rain- 
coats went on. But few left. The rain 
stopped shortly after Billy went to the 
mike. With every breath a little puff of 
smoke came from his mouth- Because of 


the frigid weather he wore a fawn raglan 
raincoat, a plain blue suit, and galoshes 
‘ever his shoes. 

He didn't leave the people in doubt for 
amoment about where he stood and what 
he would preach during the coming seven 


days at Wembley. “This is the work of 
God, not Billy Graham. I have come here 
again to preach the same message I 


@ceached last year at Harringay. I have 


v 
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coine to give you the Bible warning that 
you must be born again or you will never 
sce the Kingdom of Heaven. I have come 
to say that unless ye be converted ye shall 
likewise perish. I am determined to know 
mothing among you save Jesus Christ and 
Slim. crucified,” 

A. Bible quotation in enormous letters 
covered the face of the race indicator at 
one end of the stadium, It said. “I am 
the way, the truth: and the life.” Billy 
@ianced at the quotation and said. “That 
as my text. Those are the words of Jesus. 
He didn't say, ‘I am a way.’ He said, ‘I 
ani the way. No man cometh to the Father 
Hut by me.” He carefully explained the 
universality of sin, the consequences of sin 
and the cure for sin—Jesus Christ. He 
said, “Jesus can lift every burden and en- 
alle you to walk out of Wembley Stadium 
a& new person, but it takes more than a 
hoad knowledge. You must confess your sin 
aud be willing to turn from it. You will 
mever be able to understand how it hap- 
peus, but it does. It happened to me. And 
4t has happened to thousands of others. 
You accept Christ by faith. If you could 
understand it all, there would'be no need 
for faith.” 


Billy asked the people to get up out 
of their seats, walk quietly forward and 
stand in front of the platform: A trickle 


MAN, 
OF THE CHATTANOOGA NEWS-FREE PRESS. HE WAS WON- 
UP THE BILLY GRAHAM CAM- 

IGNS ¥F DAILY NEWSPAPERS -AND THE SWORD 
OO THE LORD. HERE IS BEAUTIFUL, SPIRITUAL WRITING OF A TREMEND- 


BILLY GRAHAM IN WEMBLEY 
STADIUM, LOND 


FORMERLY ASSISTANT 


Prescription for 
Revival 


Says Dr. Torrey: “I can give 
a prescription that will bring a 
revival to any church or commun- 
ity or any city on the earth. It is 
as follows: 

“FIRST, let a few Christians get 
thoroughly right with God them- 
selves. This is the prime essen- 
tial! If this is not done, the rest 
I say will come to nothing. 

“SECOND, let them bind them- 
selves together to pray for revival 
until God opens the heavens and 
comes down. 

“THIRD, let them put them- 
selves at the disposal of God, for 
Him to use as He sees fit in win- 
ning others to Christ. 

“That is all! I have given this 


enh 


Kevivals 


I once heard Mr. D. L. Moody 
ask the late Dr. Andrew Bonar of 
Glasgow, this question: “Brother 
Bonar, how long have you been 
engaged in evangelistic work in 
Scotland?”” And he gave the an- 
swer, “Over fifty years.” 

Again he asked: ‘Did the people 
who were converted in the revivals 
in Scotland remain as steadfast 
and as faithful as those who were 
converted in ordinary times when 
there was no special interest?” 

Dr. Bonar’s answer was: “In 
my experience those that were 
converted in times of great awak- 
ening were far more faithful and 
became more useful Christians 


George Burnham 


failed ‘to bring revival.” 


on Shore 


And finding it Heaven; 


And finding it God’s hand; 


prescription around the world. It 
has been taken by many churches 
and communities and it has never 


Think of S lepping 


Think of stepping on shore 


Think of taking hold of a hand 


than any other class.” 
—H. W. Brown, 


a 
a 


Think of breathing new air 

And finding it celestial air; 

Think of feeling invigorated, 

And finding it immortality; 

Think of passing from storm to 
storm, 

To an unknown calm; 

Think of waking up, 

And finding it home. 


—Author unknown 
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started, but in moments a great stream 
was flowing forward. The surge continued 
until over 3,500 stood on Wembley’s green 
turf. 

The four teedy boys didn’t go forward. 
They left their seats and walked quietly 
out of the stadium. There were no smart 
cracks. They were thinking. 

Billy looked out over the people com- 
mitting their lives to Christ and said, ‘All 
the scenes of Pentecost are being seen here 
again tonight.”’ He had stated earlier, “This 
may not be what we have longed for. It 
may not be what some call revival. But I 
am convinced we are in the midst of a 
great spiritual awakening that is gathering 
momentum. That is the work of Almighty 
God.”’ 

The cold wind continued to sweep across 
Wembley Stadium but it had lost its chill- 
ing effect for the thousands who stood 
with bowed heads and warm hearts. 


Second Night in Wembley: More 
Professions of Faith at Each 
Service Than at Pentecost! 


The church has waited almost 2,000 
years to see the things that are happening 
in London this week. When the Apostle 
Peter preached at Pentecost, the Bible says 
“about 3,000 souls” were added to the 
church. This figure has been exceeded 
twice on consecutive services, under the 
worst possible conditions, by Evangelist 
Billy Graham at Wembley Stadium. 

But, the world being what it is, the 
momentous events were shoved to the back 
pages by a fist fight between Rocky Mar- 
ciano and Don Cockell. 

An estimated. 50,000 people sat for two 
hours in a steady rainfall at Wembley 
Monday night to hear the young North 
Carolina minister preach. an old-fashioned 
sermon on sin, repentance and judgment. 
(There were no stadium services on Sun- 
day). The rainfall became a downpour 
when the invitation was given for people 
to walk onto the historic turf and con- 
fess Christ before men as Lord and Sav- 
iour. -Seores, then hundreds, then thou- 
sands came, forming a cross of people 
under a sea of umbrellas. 

A total of 3,033 signed ecards. At the first 


rservice on Saturday there were 3,600 


decisions. “If this isn’t real revival, then 
I don’t know what it could be,” remarked 
Billy after the Monday service. He added: 
“God is doing something here we have 
never seen before.” 

Commented the Rev. W. E. Sangster, 
Britain’s best known Methodist minister 
and pastor of Westminster Hall: “This is 
the nearest thing to Pentecost the world 
has ever seen,” 


The nearly 7,000 decisions in two nights 
equal the total of many four-week cam- 
paigns by Billy in the United States. 

Unlike the opening service on Saturday, 
when rain began to fall after the meeting 
began, the people on Monday knew what 
they faced. The rain began early in the 
afternoon and continued without letup as 
people jammed the subways and buses and 
splashed along on foot to the stadium. 
Part of the seats were under cover, but a 
majority sat out in the open. “I believe 
God has allowed this weather so that 
Christians around the world will redouble 
their prayers,” said Billy. He received a 
letter before the service saying that more 
people in Africa were praying for Wembley 
than for any event in history. 


The people were already soaked when | they have prayed for all their lives, and 


they rose to sing the opening song, “Bless- 
ed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine.” They sang as 
if the stadium were flooded with bright 
sunshine. A holy hush seemed to settle 
over the vast throng as George Beverly 
Shea sang, “He’s Got the Whole World in 
His Hands.” Then all joined the 3,000 
voice choir in singing the 23rd Psalm, 
“Goodness and Mercy, All My -Life, Shall 
Surely Follow Me.” 

The great audience, composed in part 
by the best dressed people in London, 
seemed to represent the rebirth of thinking 
described by world leaders as the only 
answer to the atomic bomb. Billy said, 
“Statistics show that 95 per cent of the 
people in the United States and 90 per cent 
in Great Britain believe in God. You ask, 
‘Isn’t that enough?’ No. The Bible says 
you can believe in God, you can believe 
in the Bible, you can believe in the church 
and still miss the kingdom of Heaven. The 
Bible says there has to come a moment 
when you surrender your life to Jesus 
Christ. Then you begin to live for Him, in 
the shop, in the office, in the school and in 
the home.” He asked, ‘“‘Are you ready to do 
that?’ Over 3,000 people walked out into 
the downpour and announced they were 
ready, 

But an account of the biggest church 
news in 2,000 years was hard to find the 
next day in newspapers of the world’s 
largest city. The pages were filled with 
blow-by-blow happenings of a fist fight 
6,000 miles away. 


Tuesday Evening: Temperature 37 
Degrees, 50,000 People Hear Billy 
Graham in Wembley Stadium 

This isn’t a weather report, but snow 
and sleet hit London Tuesday night. The 
temperature dropped to 37 degrees. Gales 
swept inland from the Atlantic. The 81.- 
000-ton Queen Mary had to anchor off 
the Isle of Wight, while smaller ships 
raced for shelter. To quote a 20th century 
proverb: The weather was unusual. 

It certainly wasn’t any night to be 
holding a religious meeting in an outside 
arena where the elements fought each 
other for attention. But the incredible 
fact is that over 50,000 people of London 
and surrounding area went to Wembley 
Stadium and sat there in the open for 
two hours to hear a preacher, Evangelist 
Billy Graham. 

And when he gave the invitation, during 
a heavy downpour, more than 2,400 of 
them walked out and stood in front of the 
platform to surrender their lives to Christ. 


During three services, all of them held 
in weather that would postpone most sport- 
ing events, Billy has preached to an esti- 
mated 175,000 and has seen around 10,000 
take their stand for Christ. He had stat- 
ed that “something tremendous is happen- 
ing here at Wembley. If it isn’t revival, 
then I don’t know what it could be. There 
is a spiritual depth to our meetings now 
which I did not sense here last year and 
I feel that it is going to gather momentum 
during the week.’ It is more to the glory 
of God that people come to surrender their 
lives to Christ in the pouring rain than if 
they came in the warm sunshine, We are 
seeing the greatest demonstration of spirit-. 
ual hunger that I have ever witnessed.” 

The word has gotten around among 
Christians of the world that something 
big is happening at Wembley, something 


many of them are flying to London to 
see it. first-hand. There have been several 
arrivals from the United States in the last 
two days. Already groups have journeyed 
to Wembley from Holland, Germany, Bel- 
gium and France. 

In appealing to Christians everywhere 
for even more prayer, Billy said: “We 
are keenly conscious that what we are 
witnessing in these days is fundamentally 
not man’s work but God’s. The breath of 
the Spirit of the Lord is sweeping across 
Britain and in our hearts is a consuming 
desire that ‘He must increase, but we 
must decrease.’ The message we proclaim 
is not one we devised but it is the good 
news of the Gospel. It was proclaimed by. 
Roland Hill, John Wesley, George White- 
field and hundreds of others. In essence 
it is simply this: ‘Christ died for our sins, 
according to the scriptures.’ ” 


Fourth Service in Wembley: Visitors 
From Many Countries Come 
~ to London 

Christian visitors from throughout the 
world are flying into London daily this 
week to see the wonder of Wembley— 
nightly responses surpassing those of 
Pentecost. 

There have been arrivals already from 
India, America, Hong Kong, South America, 
Africa and several countries of ‘Europe. 
And more are coming every day to hear the 
message being preached by Evangelist 
Billy Graham and to see with their own 
eyes the incredible things about which 
they have heard. 


The world at large may be more inter- 
ested in other things, but the eyes of the 
Christian world are on Wembley Stadium, 
where something unusual is happening 
under the worst possible conditions. 

In four serviceg, despite bitter cold and 
rain, Billy has spoken to an estimated 
230,000 people and has seen about 13,000 


“of them walk out of the stands before their 


fellow countrymen and surrender their 


lives to Jesus Christ. This is an average 


of over 3,000 decisions each night. The 
greatest number of decisions recorded in 
the Bible for a single service was Pente- 
cost, when the Apostle- Peter preached 
and about 3,000 were added to the church. 

(Acts 2:40, 41: “And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward gen- 
eration. Then they that gladly rectived 
his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.”’) 

The message that is bringing such 
amazing responses isn’t an easy “pie in 
the sky” theology. It is simple and plain, 
with no pulled punches. The heart of the 
message, night after night, is one that has 


been declared out of date by thousands, | 


including many church leaders. But Billy 
preaches it anyway. p 
“IT am determined,” he said, “to know 
nothing among you, save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” All of his sermons are 
dominated by an ugly cross. “I want the 
world to get a picture of that cross,” he 
said. “There was nothing pretty about it. 
It wasn’t the shining cross you see on 


church steeples and hung around people’s 


necks. Jesus Christ, the blessed Son of 
God, hung there between heaven and earth 
and died an agonizing death. They drove 


(Continued on page 3) 
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@ spike through each hand and another 
through his feet. They put a crown of 
thorns on his head, They spat in his face. 

“Now get this straight: He didn’t have 
to die. He died because he loved you. He 
died because you are a sinner by birth and 
by choice,..And-he .knew that his death 
was necessary if your sins were ever to be 
forgiven. You may be the biggest shot in 
town, but you can’t pull any strings with 
God 


“Before you get to Heaven you are 
going to have to stand at the foot of 
that cross and surrender your life to 
Christ. There is no other way. You can 
Jook at the cross with your intellect, say 
‘that’s such a noble thing for Him to do 
and I believe it.’ That’s not enough. You 
can look at the cross and get emotional 
about it say ‘I love a man who would die 
for me.’ That’s not enough. You must look 
up at the cross with childlike faith, and 
Surrender your will to Christ.” 


It’s a hard, uncompromising message, 
but it’s the message that is reaching the 
hearts of people. 

‘The week of services at Wembley will 
be concluded on Saturday with a service in 
the afternoon and another at night. 


Why the Phenomenal Crowds to Hear 
Billy Graham? God’s Work in 
Answer to Prayer! 

Is there another person on earth, besides 
Evangelist Billy Graham, who could attract 
218,000 people on five nights? Think be- 
fore ridiculing such a question. It might 
not be as foolish as you think. 


The British admit that Sir Winston 
Churchill, greatest orator of the 20th 
century, couldn’t do it. Marilyn Monroe, 
with Liberace playing the piano for a 
torso tango, couldn’t do it, unless maybe 
she appeared as Lady Godiva. The interest- 
ing lines wouldn’t support a dull plot, 


, ras 


however. There isn’t a single world leader 
or combination of politicians with that 
kind of crowd appeal. Russia’s Bulganin 
might possibly do it with command per- 
formances, or five May Days in a row. 
There doesn’t seem to be anyone around 
with that kind of magic in his makeup. 


But Billy Graham attracted such an in- 
credible audience in his first five nights 
at London’s Wembley Stadium. The people 
came in spite of rain, snow, sleet and 
freezing winds. And there seems little 
doubt that on Saturday, the final day, he 
will be heard by over 200,000 at afternoon 
and night services. At all attraetions of 
the show world, the crowds dwindle and 
the event closes. 7 


At Billy’s campaigns, the crowds grow 
with each appearance. He doesn’t put on a 
show. Once the services are under way, an 
associate evangelist reads from the Bible, 
a soloist sings a hymn, a musical director 
leads the choir in a church song and then 
Billy speaks. A similar program can be 
heard in almost any church on any Sunday. 

A logical question is: What's the an- 
swer? Billy has held few press conferences 
in which puzzled reporters didn’t ask the 
question, And the reporters are seldom 
satisfied with the answer they receive 
because they can’t put it in a test tube and 
analyze it. They can’t put their fingers on 
the answer and feel it. 


“T have no logical explanation,” says 
Billy. ‘I have been told many times that 
I am just an ordinary preacher. I believe 
it. The only explanation is that this is 
God’s doing and not the work of a mere 
man. No one but the Spirit of God could 
awaken such an interest in spiritual things, 
and we are humbly grateful. The Bible 
says that if Jesus Christ be lifted up He 
will draw all men unto Him. That is what 
we as a team try to do—lift up Christ. I 
make every effort to stop people from 


talking about Billy Graham and ask them 
to lift up Christ.” 


Do the meetings attract any single class 
of people? Stand outside and watch the 
crowds gather at any Graham rally and 
you will see people from all walks of life— 
taxi driver, housewife, businessman, poli- 
tician. He-has spoken to presidents and 
heads of state wherever he has gone. The 
Duchess of Kent from Britain’s royal fam- 
ily attended the Thursday night service at 
Wembley. She snuggled deep in her seat to 
escape the cold winds, and cupped her 
chin in her hands as she listened intently. ¢ 
People sitting with her in the royal box 
said she intended telling their Queen al] 
about her. visit. 


Is Billy Graham genuine? I have prob- 
ably written more stories about Billy 
Graham than any other reporter alive. He 
is a better man off the platform than he 
is on it. His sincerity and humility affect 
the most bitter skeptics. 


Campaign Cleses on Saturday; Sun- 
day Morning Dr. Graham Preaches 
to the Royal Family at Royal 
Lodge, Windsor 

A “gracious” Queen of the people and an 
humble servant of the King of kings had 
lunch together Sunday after church. 
Queen Elizabeth and members of Great 
Britain’s royal family were hosts to Dr. 
and Mrs. William Franklin Graham of 
Black Mountain, N.. C., and sometimes 
during the meal the man who is known 
to millions around the world as “Billy” 
must have pinched himself to see if he 
were the same fellow who just a few 
years ago was milking cows on his father’s 
dairy farm outside of Charlotte. 


The occasion was a fitting climax to an 
incredible week. He had preached to 450,- 
000 in Wembley Stadium and has seen 23,- 
810 people walk onto the historie turf and 
take their stand for Christ. One of the 
men who stood there unashamedly in the 


' drenching rain was Sir John Hunt, leader 


oe 
Everest. On Saturday he preached to 
115,000. 

Sunday morning he preached the same 
“simple gospel’ to less thar 100 in privates 
chapel at Royal Lodge, Windsor Castl« 
No other American evangelist has ever 
been so honored. 

Seated in the congregation were Quecnm 
Elizabeth, the Duke of- Edinburgh, the 
Queen Mother, Princess Margaret, servants 
of the castle and special invited guests. 
The children of the Queen and Duke were 
not present. Dr. Graham spoke on Acis 
approximately 25 minutes. There were no 


newsmen present. An official announcc- 
ment from the castie after the service 
stated: 

“The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh io- 
day attended morning service in the privale 


chape] at Royal Lodge, 


the preacher 
* 


Windsor, at wf 
was Dr. Billy Graham, the 


American evangelist. The Queen and Duke 
drove over from Windsor Castle, where 
they are in residence.” 

In a previous article from Glasgow, 
scotiand, I quoted an unidentified British 
Statesman that Queen Elizabeth watched 
the evangelist on his Good Friday telecast 
from Kelvin Hall, aiong with 30,000,00t 
other viewers and Hsteners, The fact that 


the Queen did see the program. was latcr 
confirmed and it is believed the invitatiomw 
was presented shortly afterwards. 

It is aiso believed that Princess Mar- 
garet attended services at Wembley in- 
cognito to escape recognition. She oficrm 
wraps a scari around her head and 


a WIPES 
away cosmetics, wandering unnoticed in 
crowds. 

Dr. Graham told reporters that he uscd 
Acts 27:25 as the text for his sermon Sun- 
day. He declined to elaborate. Shortly br- 


fore he left the United States for the cam- 
paigns abread he spoke to President and 


Mrs. Eisenhower in the National Presby- 
terian Church, Washington, D. © The 
text on that occasion was the same 
Acts 27:25, which says, “Wherefore, sirs, 
be of good cheer: for I believe God, that 
it shal] be even as it was told me,” 


'of the expedition that .conquered. Mt. 


THE END 
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BILLY GRAHAM GREATER LONDON CRUSADE 


Wembley Stadiunrs:May.14-21,1955 ~~ . 


CHART OF ATTENDANCE, DECISIONS AND WEATHER 
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Date Attendance“ |" ~: Decisions | Weather 
Saturday, May 14 70,000 : oa 3.294 Rain . 
Monday, May 16 44,000... 3,032 Rain 
Tuesday, May 17 48,000 2,948 Rain. : : ‘ ) 
Wednesday, May 18 60,000 3,170 Cloudy; Cold ; 
Thursday, May 19 56,500 2,908 Rain | 
Friday, May 20 56,500 ; oct dee BR Rain~ 
Saturday, May 21 25,000" 1,082 Rain : 
90,000** 4,347 Clear; Cold 
450,000 23,806 


*__Afternoon “Overflow service.’ 
**__Fynal service 


way 
erusade service. 


Billy Graham, accompanied by the Chairman of + 
Greater London Crusade, the Bishop of Barking, make their 
across the Wembley Playing Field at the start of 
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Glasgow Christian). 
Newsmen 
Meet 


After Billy Graham’s All-Scot- 
land Crusade closed, editors and 
newspaper reporters called a 
meeting to organize a Christian 
press fellowship. Sixteen men and 
one woman, newspaper editors and 
reporters, were present. All had 


doing. Thank you and God bless 
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either made first-time decisions 
for Christ or had _ rededicated 
their lives during the Billy Gra- 
ham campaign. George Burnham, 
a staff writer for the Chattanooga 
News-Free Press, was the first 
speaker. One newspaper reporter 
took his stand before others and 
spoke up boldly, telling how he 
had wrecked his life and the lives 
of his family “while playing the 
role of a star reporter in a cock- 
ed hat.” Later he said, “It was 
necessary for me to do that. 
There were many sitting in the 
room who knew about the life 
I had lived, and I wanted to set 
them straight on what Christ had 
done for me.” 


We expect great blessings from 
the work of these Christian news- 
men in Glasgow. 

Rev. Tom Allen, chairman of 
the recent All-Scotland Crusade, 
said plans have been completed 
as a follow-up to visit every home 
in Scotland. 
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We get so many interesting let- 
ters from former students of Bob 
Jones University telling what the 
Christian philosophy of the insti- 
tution has meant in their lives. I 
quote from a letter received a few 
days ago: 

“The Lord has recently given me 
the ability to write once again. I 
was privileged to graduate from 
Bob Jones University last year. 
Four months later, I was severely 
stricken with polio. I was confined 
to an iron lung for over two 
months. Ever since then I have 
been on a rocking bed. It is hard 
to understand the ways of. the 
Lord, but it is His will and not 
ours. The training I received at 
Bob Jones University has meant 
more to me than words can ex- 
press. Down there I learned to live 
socially and spiritually correct. 
The Lord becomes more precious 
each day and His Word more com- 
forting. I have had the privilege of 
winning three souls to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Two of them were 
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nurses and one was a man who 
was a Roman Catholic.” 

You will note that this young 
man did not forget soul winning. 
We endeavor at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity to give the Lord Jesus 
Christ first place. We give a 
strong emphasis to soul winning. 
As we have said so many times, if 
Jesus Christ has first place, every- 
thing else takes its proper place. 
A Christian institution is not 
Christian unless Jesus Christ has 
first place. We appreciate the 
prayers of you Christian friends. 
Please keep on praying. We ap- 
preciate the co-operation you are 


giving in helping us contact young 


people who have possibilities of 
real Christian leadership. We 
thank all of you who have helped 
us financially. We hope you will 
keep on Jetting us hear from you, 
and we trust, you folks who have 
not invested any of the money the 
Lord has given you in Bob Jones 
University will make an invest- 
ment in the work the institution is 
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Had you ever thought about the 
blessing there is in repetition? 
Sometimes it is thrilling to find 
a verse of Scripture which just 
applies to our needs. But for every 
time we are blessed through a new 
verse of Scripture, isn’t it true 
that there are a dozen or a hun- 
dred times when an old, familiar, 
well-known verse comes to mind 
and is a blessing all over again? 
Have you ever had the experience 
of being reminded of a _ specially 
well-loved verse, and then having 
it ring through your mind, over 
and over again, all through the 
day? Sometimes: I think about, 
“This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it” (Ps. 118:24). Some- 
times it is one of those blessed 
verses from Psalms 34, “I will 
bless the Lord at all times: His 
praise shall continually be in my 
mouth,” or, “O taste and see that 
the Lord is good: blessed is the 
man that trusteth in Him” (Ps. 
34:1,8). Sometimes, when the need 
for quietness is strong, it is “Great 
peace have they which love they 
jlaw;..and nothing shall offend 
them” (Ps: 4119:165). 

Since we can’t remember all 
the verses we have read, cannot 
remember all the blessings of God 
we have had, it is good for us 
sometimes to repeat them over 
again. That is the way we learn, 
the way we keep before us the 
truths we need to remember. 

This principle of repetition can 
be very effective in a song’ service. 
Sometimes one chorus, or one 
verse of a song, can be repeated 
several times until it begins to 
grow on the audience, until people 
begin to feel it in their hearts, 
begin to comprehend the truths 
of it, begin to realize how it af- 
fects them personally. One of the 
masters of this is Dr. Harry 
Clarke, a great song leader who 
worked with Billy Sunday for 
some time and with my Dad for 
several years. Through repeating 
a song, pointing out the truth of 
it and emphasizing particular 
words, he was able to produce 
in an audience such a feeling of 
exaltation, such a personal ac- 
ceptance of the truth of the song, 
that the song service itself was 
a peak of blessing. 

I suppose the reason for this 
is that we usually sing our songs 
in such a routine way that they 
do not mean anything to us. We 
can mouth the most. glorious 
truths in the most matter-of-fact 
way! We sing, “God can do any- 
thing but fail,” as if it involved 
no more than baking a cake or 
driving to town. But the second 
time we may begin to realize what 
the song says. And the third time 
we sing it, we may begin to think 
about some of the things that 
are hard for us, some of the things 
we can’t do. By the time we have 
sung a song four or five or six 
times, we may begin to believe it, 
and have it really mean something 
in our hearts. 

Of course I am not talking a- 
bout a senseless, meaningless re- 
petition of words in the same 
careless, uninspired way we sing 
them the first time, so often. Un- 
less the Holy Spirit uses the 
words, unless hearts are close to 
Him, repetition would be as. dis- 
tasteful to God, I think, as the 
“vain repetitions’ the Pharisees 
used in praying. 


- Phonograph Records Are a 
Blessing! 


4 

One of the nicest things about 
good Christian records is this fact 
that you can hear them as many 
times as you like, listen to one 
verse oftener if it appeals especi- 
ally to you, learn the words and 
music, and really enjoy it to your 
heart’s content. That is why I 
think every Christian home should 
have a record player and a collec- 
tion of good sacred records, You 
will never know the joy there is 
in it until you try. it! 

This week I want to tell you 
about some new phonograph rec- 
ords that I have particularly en- 
joyed, and I think you will like 
them. 7 


EVANGELIST CHARLES B.{ Christians rededicated their lives 
decisions for 


CUNNINGHAM, P. O. Box 1811, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, recently 
conducted a fruitful revival cru- 
sade at the Montvale Baptist 
Church near Roanoke, Virginia, 
Rev. Everett Bixler, pastor. 25 
outright conversions were record- 
ed, and about 30 others came for 
rededication. A new Sunday 
School record of 220 was _ set. 
The next meeting of Brother Cun- 
ningham will be in Polk City, 
Iowa, 
* * * 

EVANGELIST BOB OUGH- 
TON (216 S. 29th St., Belleville, 
Ill.) held a revival at the Bethel 
Bible Church, Des Moines, Iowa, 
where Rev. Joe W. Arnett is pas- 
tor. The Lord gave a taste of 
real revival. 41 precious souls ac- 
cepted Christ as Saviour. Many 
surrendered for family altars, tith- 
ing, and soul winning. Also 3 
packages of cigarettes were laid 
upon the altar, and many Chris- 
tians got back to reading their 
Bible and attending prayer meet- 
ing. 

God blessed in a good way in 
Roanoke, Virginia, at the Wil- 
liamson Road _ Baptist Church, 
where Rev. Everett Whisnant is 
pastor. In 10 glorious days with 
Brother Oughton, 25 souls accept- 
ed Christ as Saviour. 

* * * 

EVANGELIST EDDIE WAG- 
NER (7 Quillen Ave., N. Little 
Rock, Ark.) was with the Bible 
Baptist Church of North Manches- 
ter, Indiana, May 10-22. It is inter- 
esting to note the following results 
in a church which numbers just 
60 members and an average Sun- 
day School of 100: There were 
23 people who came to receive 


Christ as personal Saviour; 55 


‘ 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


to the Lord. Other 
family altars, tithing, ete., were 
recorded. Rev. Glenn E. Smouse, 
pastor, 
ministry of the evangelist, 
* * Bd 


- EVANGELIST FREDDIE GA- 
GE of Box 74, B. U. Station, 
Waco, Texas, and his team mate, 
Jimmy Snelen of Dallas, Texas, 
have just closed a revival in East 
Tyler Baptist Church, Tyler, Tex- 
as, Rev. E. B. Brooks, pastor. 
According to the report from the 
pastor, there were 50 additions, 
(22 for baptismn, 28 by letter). 
Two others mdde professions of 
faith to join other churches. The 
team have a standing invitation 
from the church for a return re- 
vival. 

* * * 

For ten days recently EVAN- 
GELIST JACK YOST, R. D. No. 2, 
Berwick, Pennsylvania, held a re- 
vival with South Fontana Com- 
munity Church, Fontana, Calif- 
ornia. “I have never had the privi- 
lege of seeing God move as might- 
ily as He did in this- service,” 
writes the pastor, Rev. W. H. 
Reed. He adds, “God blessed with 
at least 25 decisions either for 
salvation or full surrender. Our 
young people were deeply: stirred 
and we have seen many new faces 
among their group as a result of 
the meetings.” — 


Brother Yost has a burden to 
reach into small rural..churches 
across America and would greatly 
appreciate the prayers and help 
of interested Christians. 

* * bad 

EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE 
who is moving from Wheaton, 
Illinois, to Atlanta, Georgia, re- 


A few weeks ago I had my first 
experience. hearing Phil Kerr’s 
Harmony Chorus. Phil Kerr, of 
course, is the one who. wrote, 
“I’m in Love With the Lover of 
My Soul,” and many other. lovely 
gospel songs. This Harmony 
Chorus features special arrange- 
ments of some of the brighter, 
happier songs, many of them being 
new ones composed by Mr. Kerr 
himself. Singspiration has recorded 
five songs of his own composing 
on 78 rpm: “I’m His to Command” 
and “Patiently” on 494, with Kerr 
himself singing, backed by the 
chorus; “Thine Alone” by the 
Girls Chorus and “Singing in My 
Soul” by the full Harmony Chor- 
us, on 495, and Kerr singing his 
own “The Touch of His Hand” on 
499 is backed by the popular 
‘“He’ll Understand and Say Well 
Done.” I enjoy all these now and 
my favorite is “I’m His to :‘Com- 
mand.” But I think I ought’ to 
tell you that the first time ‘I 
heard them I was rather shock- 
ed and thought they were jazzy. 
For those who appreciate this 
kind of music, I think the words 
will be a blessing. 


My favorite of all the numbers 
done by the Harmony Chorus is 
“He Keéps Me Singing,” a bright 
and lovely arrangement that I 
know you will enjoy. I have it on 
a 45 rpm extended play record, 


; along with “Wait ‘Til You See Me 


in My New Home,” on one side: 
the other side has “O That I 
Knew” paired with “God Is Love.” 
They are available both on 78 
rpm records and a 33'% long-play 
record, so whatever kind of record 
player you have you can get these 
joyous numbers. There are won- 
derful contrasts in tempo and in 
voice parts, and each one of them 
will make you want to sing right 
along. The long-play record (Sing- 
spiration LP. 123) also includes, 
“Dig a Little Deeper,” ‘Mansion 
Over the Hilltop,” and “Peace in 
the Valley,” and “When God Gets 
His Love in My Heart” (also av- 
vailable as single records). Some 
will have. one. favorite out of this 
group, others will like another 
better. Two of them have a little 
more emphasis on rhythm than I 
like to hear in gospel music, but 
since many will enjoy them I 
want to mention them to you any- 


way. The 45 rpm records are pro- 


duced by Singspiration, numbers 
EP-530 and 531. 


Ronnie Avalone, Tenor 


I heard a new voice this time 
—new to me, at least—in the 
person of Ronnie Avalone, tenor. 
I dishke to make comparisons with 
singers from the world, but per- 
haps I can best describe Mr. Ava- 
lone’s voice for you by saying he 
sings in the same style as Mario 
Lanza. I notice that the advertis- 
ing material from Singspiration 
(which produces the records I 
heard) compares him to Caruso, 


minded of Mario Lanza, 


will enjoy, 


lee” on §S-3186 


even without that! 
; 
Eark Davis 


pelman. cg cage 
sent me three 


” 


Ahoy” 


has 


renditions, I am. sure. 


“Sunday on the Range” 


‘ 


highly recommends the 


so perhaps that is why I am re- 
who 
learned to sing by hearing Caruso 
records. At any rate, he has a 
lovely dramatic voice, and you 
“Down From His 
Glory” and “It’s Real” on Sings- 
Spiration EP-525; “Only Believe 
and Live” and “Stranger of Gali- 
(78 rpm). It is 
always good to hear a rich voice 
like this dedicated to the Lord. 
I like to hear a good strong “G” 
on the end of words like “singing,” 
but these records are enjoyable 


Another new voice to me was 
that of Earl Davis. I have heard 
of his work for; some time, as he 
is song leader for Dr. Hyman Ap- 
recently 
avis records that 
I have enjoyed .and want to tell 
you about. I think my favorite 
is S-3182 (78 rpm) with “Ship 
Ahoy” and “Drifting.” Davis uses 
a trio background on the “Ship 
and varies other of his 
records with a trumpet trio. Such 
added touches make more interes- 
ting professional sounding records, 
and I enjoy them. “Drifting” was 
a new song to me, but it is beauti- 
ful. It is by Ira Stanphil, who also 
wrote the popular “Mansion Over 
the Hilltop.” ‘He Died for Me” 
and “Just a Closer Walk” share 
S-3180, by Earl Davis, and S-3181 
“Take Down Your Heart” 
backed by “A Sinner Like Me.” 
You will enjoy. all these Davis 


Music 
Recently in our church we had 
a showing of the color musical 
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BEST ROYALITY—Dr. Robert A. Cook, center, presi- 
dent of Youth for Christ International, collects his first and 
“best royalty” after publication of his book, “It’s Tough to 
Be a Teen Ager.” His two daughters, Marilyn, left, 15, and 
Carolyn, 17, were his inspiration for the book and it is dedi- 


cently finished a 1% week meet- 
ing in the Silvertown Baptist 
Church of Thomaston, Georgia. 


| He reports there were about 50 


professions of faith, 3 additions 
to the church by letter, and 34 
rededications of life. Rev. Gwenn 
McCormick is pastor. 

cd * * 


Souls were saved every service 
of the meetings at the Mount Her- 
man Baptist Church of Louisville, 
Kentucky, conducted by EVAN- 
GELIST DOUGLAS WINN of 
1224 W. Market, Greensboro, 
North Carolina. The pastor, Rev. 


Clyde Kendall, and evangelist in- 
vited a group of teen-age boys 
playing in a park to the meetings. 
The lads attended nightly and 
were all saved during the cam- 
paign, the evangelist reports. 

Prior to this campaign Evangel- 
ist Winn was in a good campaign 
at Gospel Baptist Tabernacle of 
Jennerstown, Pennsylvania. Rev. 
Chance Ickes is pastor. The last 
night of the meeting a man in his 
forties leaped from his seat and 
ran down the aisle for salvation 
even before the invitation was 
extended. 


Christian film, “Sunday on the 
Range.” It was very popular with 
the audience and all of us enjoy- 
ed the good music by Redd Har- 
per, Tim Spencer, The Plainsmen, 
and others. One member of the 
family with a birthday coming 
up hinted broadly enough to re- 
ceive a complete album on ‘“Sun- 
day on the Range’’ music as a 
birthday gift last Sunday! It is 
Western style music, sung sincere- 
ly and with real blessing, L..P. 
7023 by Sacred Records. Loretta 
Spencer, daughter of Tim Spen- 
cer, sings, “The Lord Is Counting 
on You,” a Sunday School song 
that has been recorded by Sacred 
Records (469). It has a good lilt 
to it and you will enjoy it, I 
know. Hearing Redd Harper is al- 
ways a blessing, and that reminds 
me of my favorite song of his, 
“Lord Keep Your Hand on Me’ 
(you can get it on Alma Record 
RH-56, and extended play 45 rpm, 
along with, “My Testimony Song,” 
“What a Friend,’ and “Show Me 
The Way.’’) 


“Kvi-vi-vi-vi-vitt’’! 

That is Swedish—at least it is 
Swedish bird language, and rough- 
ly translated I suppose it would 
be, “Tweet tweet!” It’s the name 
of a new song recorded by Sacred 
Records and by several others, 
including Capitol, (F3103 by the 
Banjo Boys). The theme of it is 
along the lines that God cares for 
the sparrow and therefore we can 
be sure He is watching over us. 
It tells the story of a _ person 
walking through the woods, dis- 
couraged and blue, who hears in 
the singing of the little bird the 
message that God is still on the 
throne, that~He cares for His 
own and-that we should trust Him 
instead of worrying. I think it will 
be very popular, and I know your 
heart will sing along with it and 


be blessed. The Northlanders sing 
it on Sacred Recording. The 
Northlanders, a team of Swedish 
singers, have featured it in their 
concerts with great success. 


Christian. Orchestral Music 


That rarity, beautiful hymn ar- 
rangements by orchestra, is here 
again in a lovely recording by the 
Ralph Carmichael orchestra. These 
records are marked hi-fidelity, and 
they are beautiful, lush arrange- 
ments of “O Love That Will Not 
Let Me Go,” “The Beautiful Gar- 
den of Prayer,” and “The Holy 
City.” The first two are on rec- 
ord 503 (Sacred), and “The Holy 
City” takes both sides of Sacred 
505. These are in the rich string 
orchestra styling of Mantovani, 
and they are sheer beautiful mu- 
sic, aside from the fact that they 
are beloved Christian songs. Ideal 
dinner music! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


The Sin of Prayerlessness 


(From PRAYER—ASKING 
years America’s best seller on prayer. 


AND RECEIVING, a 
21 chapters.) 


book which has been for 12 


By Dr, John R. Rice, Editor 


CHAPTER XXI 


“God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you.’—I Sam 12:23. 


Prayerlessness is a horrible sin. For the lost sinner it is 
a part of his wicked rejection of Christ. For the child it is 
identical with backsliding. Prayerlessness is another name for 
unbelief. Prayerlessness is the father and partner of every vile 
sin, as much as the saloon is the father of drunkenness and 


lust is the father of adultery. 


There is not a vile sin in the 


world but that prayerlessness is a part of it and that real 
prayerfulness would have prevented it or cured it. Of itself 


prayerlessness is, | have no doubt, worse than murder, worse 


than adultery, worse than blasphemy. It is more fundamental. 
It more clearly reveals the heart. In fact, while murder, adult- 
ery and blasphemy may catch a person unaware, trapped by 
the carnal mind, prayerlessness is the very heart of the carnal 
mind itself, a state of alienation from God. 


My greatest sin, and yours, 
prayerlessness. My failures are all 
prayer-failures. The lack of souls 
saved in my ministry is primarily 
because of lack of prayer, not be- 
cause of lack of preaching. The 
withering away of joy in my 
heart, sometimes, is the fruit of 
prayerlessness. My indecision, my 
lack of wisdom, my lack of guid- 
ance come directly. out of my 
prayerlessness. 
have fallen into sin, have failed 
in my duties, have been bereft 
of power, or disconsolate for lack 
of comfort, I can charge to the 
sin of prayerlessness. Oh! horrible 
sin, the lack of prayer! 


“What is wrong. with the 
churches is lack of true prayer. 
What is wrong with the preachers 
is this same sin, prayerlessness. 
What is wrong with the pew is 
still that blighting sin, prayerless- 
ness. For every sin, every failure, 
every lack, God had a remedy and 
cure if we had sufficiently and ef- 
fectually prayed. 


It is a sin when we pray and 
ask amiss that we might consume 
it on our own lust. It is a sin 
when we pray without faith. And 
it is sad beyond expression when 
wrong home life, when wrongs un- 
righted, when unforgiveness, or re- 
bellion or distaste for the Bible or 
any secret love of sin hinders our 
prayers. But the greatest prayer- 


sin of all is simply not to pray! 


Our greatest trouble is not that 
we pray wrongly. Our greatest 
trouble, our greatest sin, perhaps, 
is that we pray little or do not 
pray at all! We have, perhaps, 


is f 


All the times. I. 


our formal phrases in which we 
Simulate prayer. But often they 
are really little different from the 
Ave Marias and Pater Nosters of 
our Catholic friends, or the formal 
words on a_ Buddhist’s prayer 
wheel. Prayer, in the sense of 
asking God for things as direct- 
ly as a woman goes to _ the 
grocery store with her basket 
for groceries, or a ~motorist 
drives into the gas station for 
gas and oil, or as a child says, 
“Pass the bread, please,’—I say 
real prayer, definite, direct, de- 
terminedly going to God to get 
things, is an unknown and unex- 
perienced process to most Chris- 
tians. And this prayerlessness is 
back of all the fruitlessness and 
powerlessness and joylessness in 
the average Christian life. 

The disciples begged Jesus, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” They 
did not say, 
to pray.” They simply asked, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” Oh, that 
the people of God would forsake 
their sin of prayerlessness and get 
down to prayer. 


I. Proof That Prayerlessness 
Is a Sin 

Do we need to prove it? Then 

first, prayerlessness is a sin since 


the Bible expressly calls it that.. 


Samuel said to the children of 
Israel, : 

“God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to 
pray for you” (I Sam, 12:23). 

The Holy Spirit of God put it 
in Samuel’s heart to say it, and 


“Lord teach us how) 


the same Holy Spirit of God had 
it recorded in the Bible for us, 
that to cease praying is a sin. 

Second, nany, many, many 
Scriptures command that Chris- 
tians should. pray. These Scrip- 
ture passages even demand that 
Wwe pray all the time, pray with- 
out ceasing. 

First Thessalonians 5:17 says, 

“Pray without ceasing.” 

And that verse has no immedi- 
ate context. There are no modi- 
fications. There is the stark, bald 
command that Christians ought 
to pray literally without ceasing. 

Again Jesus, 

“Spake a parable unto them to 
this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 
13:1). 

Men ought always to pray and 
never give up! That is the com- 
mand of Jesus Christ; not to 
obey it is sin. 

The Christian is commanded to 
put on the whole armour of God: 
the girdle of truth, the breastplate 
of righteousness, the shoes of the 
gospel of peace, the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, 

praying always with all 
prayer and supplication m the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and suppli- 
cation for all saints” (Eph. 6:18). 

There are many commands in 
the Bible that Christians should 
pray. Jesus warns. His disciples 
more than once to watch and pray 
lest they should enter into tempta- 
tion. 

We see that repeatedly God tells 
the Christian to pray without 
ceasing, that men ought always to 
pray and not give up, praying al- 
ways with_all prayer. And any 
violation of God’s plain commands 
is a sin. When we do not pray, 
then, we are rebels, we are dis- 
obedient children, we are in sin. 


And note, please, the measure of 
our sin of prayerlessness. We 
ought to pray all the time, never 
ceasing: Anything less than con- 
stant prayer is thus disobedience 
and sin. If for a short season of 
time we do not pray as we ought, 
then we have sinned. And if that 
sinful disregard of prayer con- 
tinues, with small intermissions, 
through hours and days and weeks 
and months, even years, as is true 
in the lives of many Christians, 
then prayerlessness is a long ex- 
tended sin, is habitual sin, is veri- 
tably a life of sin: Long continued 
prayerlessness is the same kind of 
extended sin that drunkenness or 


or 
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the dope habit is, in that it is 
repeated, extended and_ habitual. 

But how could one pray without 
ceasing? Is'not that an impossible 
standard? I answer no, that the 
Bible can be taken at face value. 
God’s standards are proper stand- 
ards, and God’s words say what 
they mean and mean what they 
say. Prayer ought to arise from 
the heart like the fragrance from 
burning incense on an altar day 
and night, all the time. The soul 
of a Christian can be so possessed 
of God, so hungry for His presence 
that both the conscious and the 
Subconscious mind carry on the 
pleading, the searching for God's 
face and His will and way and 
work. 

Here is an example. The baby 
Sleeps in his crib, and when all 
the household is abed, mother set- 
tles down to rest. In the night 
there is a tiny whimper, and in- 


| 


| 


stantly the mother is awake. She | 


was listening! She was watching | 


over the little one, even while she | 


slept. Her soul was so set on the; 


care of the little one that while 
her conscious mind slept, the sub- 
conscious being took over the 
listening post at her ear and 
watched through the darkness. 


In the west Texas cattle coun- 
try where I grew up, much of my 
boyhood work was done on a 
horse. Many a day I rode long 
hours, sometimes ten or twelve 
hours a day. Once after a long, 
heavy day it was far into the 
night when I, wearied to exhaus- 
tion, turned my sorrel horse home- 
ward. As he followed the long 
road across a ranch pasture, I sat 
upright in the saddle, sound asleep. 
When he came to the gate and 
stopped, I awoke. When I had 
opened the gate, gone through and | 
closed it, again I slept in the 
saddle until the tired horse stop-, 


ped at the corral gate. My muscles 
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maintain his equilibrium when he 
sleeps, cannot a Christian who 
with all his soul loves the Lord 
and longs for certain blessings 
which he seeks—cannot such a 
Christian still be conscious of God 
when he sleeps? One hypnotized 
carries out certain orders through 
the control of the subconscious 
mind. So it is foolish to say that 
we cannot do what God commands 
about prayer simply because our 
consciousness is directed to other 
business or because we sleep. 

A few times—all too few, God 
- forgive me!—I have waked from 
sleep to find myself in the very 
presence of God, Sometimes I have 
waked in the midst of conscious 
prayer. How great is our sin when 
we do not pray since God has 
commanded us to pray without 
ceasing, to pray always, to pray 
with all prayer, always, for all the 
saints. 

Every moment of prayerlessness, 
then, is a sin. Long continued 
prayerlessness is continual sin, 
habitual sin, a very living in sin, 
because it is disobedience to the 
plain and oft repeated command 
of our heavenly Father and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

~Phird; prayerlessness is a sin be- 
cause it leaves the door open for 
all other sins. 

That is made clear by the com- 
mand of Jesus in Mark 14:38, 

“Watch ye and pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation. The spirit 
truly is ready, but the flesh is 
weak,” 

We are to pray and to watch or 
continue attentively in prayer as 
the only sure preventative of 
entering temptation. Similarly the 
command is given in Luke 22:40, 
“Pray that ye enter not into temp- 
tation.” If the disciples needed 
that warning in the garden of 
Gethsemane with Jesus, how we 
do need it, too! 

In fact, in the Lord’s Prayer, 
the model prayer for all who can 
truly call God “Our Father which 
art in heaven,” we are expressly 
taught to pray, 

“And lead us not into tempta- 
tion; but deliver us from evil.” 

Prayer is the remedy for temp- 
tation. Prayer is the way to de- 
feat the evil one. 

In this connection it is well to 
remember that “the whole arm- 
our of God” which we are com- 
manded to put on “that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil,” and again, “that ye 
may be able to withstand in the 
evil day,” includes “praying al- 
ways with all prayer and supplica- 
tion in the Spirit, and watching 
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“est saint upon his knees.” And well 
he may, if that saint really, direct- 
ly, and persistently calls for God 
to help him against sin and to 
keep him out of temptation and 
to defeat the evil one. 


The great John Bunyan, author 
of Pilgrim’s Progress, wrote, 
“Prayer will make a man cease 
from sin, as sin will entice a man 
to cease from prayer’ (Works, 
volume I, page 65). 


No doubt, then, all of our sins 
stem from our prayerlessness. No 
doubt in sincere and wholehearted 
prayer, in totalitarian prayer, is 
the remedy. for and victory over 
our sins. 


Fourth, for a final proof that 
prayerlessness is @ sin, we need 
but examine the records concern- 
ing Bible Christians. How they 
prayed! If those who pleased God 
best prayed continually, prayed 
persistently, prayed through glor- 
iously, then surely we sin when 
we do not pattern after them, 

The best example is Jesus Him- 
self. We are told that “he went 
up into a mountain apart to pray” 
(Matt. 14:23). People brought 
Him little children that “he should 
put his hands on them, and pray” 
(Matt. 19:13). In the garden of 
Gethsemane He said, “Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder” 
(Matt. 26:36). “He went. out, and 
departed into a_ solitary. place, 
and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). 
Again, “He departed into a moun- 
tain to pray” (Mark 6:46). Great 
multitudes came together to hear 
Him and to be healed, “And he 
withdrew himself into the wilder- 
ness, and prayed” (Luke 5:16). In 
the next chapter we are told, “And 
it came to pass in those days, that 
he went out into a mountain to 
pray, and continued all night in 
prayer to God” (Luke 6:12). And 
most of us forget that when Jesus 
was on the mount of transfigura- 
tion, and was glorified before the 
disciples, He had gone there to 
pray, and “as he prayed; the fash- 
ion of his countenance was alter- 
ed’ (Luke 9:28, 29). Most of us 
have forgotten that Jesus was 
praying when the disciples asked 
Him to teach them to pray and 
He gave the Lord’s Prayer. It was 
Jesus’ praying that led to the 
great confession by Peter that 
Jesus was “the Christ of God,” 
as you see in Luke 9:18-21. When 
Jesus said to His Father, “I knew 
that thou hearest me always” 
(John 11:42), He must’ have 
meant, too, that He prayed al- 
ways. God forgive us that we do 
not pray as Jesus prayed. Our 


thereunto with all perseverance | 
and supplication for all saints’ | 
(Eph. 6:11-18). Prayer 
Satan, By prayer one may be able 


defeats | 


prayerlessness shows how we ig- 
nore God’s commands to pattern 
after Jesus. 

In Bible times the temple was 


to stand against the wiles of the | literally “a house of prayer,” and 


Devil and to withstand in the evil 
day. 

A Christian man who was en- 
Slaved by the tobacco habit said 
to me, “I can go about a half a 
day at a time, and then I just 
have to have a cigarette, it seems.” 
He told me how he prayed every 
day about the matter and for 
hours would seem to have the 
victory, but before the day was 
gone he would again fall into 
temptation and sin. I showed him 
that he had been given victory 
by prayer for a little time, and 
that what he needed to do for con- 
tinued victory was to pray more. 
He promised to pray every half 
hour if need be, to take time out 
from his work and go alone until 
he had victory and to continue 
that until pérmanent victory came. 
And thus he conquered the thing 
that had enslaved him. 


Would not your speech have 
been different, dear friend, if you 
had prayed like David, “Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth,” 
or, “Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer” 
(Psalm 141:3; 19:14)? And if 
Peter had spent the time praying 
instead of sleeping in the garden 
of Gethsemane, would not the out- 
come have been far better? Surely 
he fell into the snare because he 
did not pray. And so we, too, 
‘deny Jesus and curse and swear, it 
may be, before His enemies, be- 
cause we are not strengthened in 
the secret place by prayer. 


An old proverb ‘says, “Satan 
trembles when he sees the weak- 


was intended to be that for all 
people. Bible Christians fasted, 
they prayed in sackcloth, they 
wept while they prayed, they often 
watched all night in prayer. Paul 
and Silas prayed at midnight in 
the jail at Philippi. A little group 
at the home of Mary prayed long 
hours until Peter was _ released 
from jail (Acts 12:3-17). Before 
Pentecost the apostles and Mary 
and the brothers of Jesus and 
some others “continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication” 
(Acts 1:14), until the power of 
the Holy Spirit came upon them 
as promised. Later: when -the 
apostles called for some deacons 
to take over the business of wait- 
ing on poor widows they promised, 
“But we will give ourselves con- 
tinually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4), 
—prayer first, preaching second! 
When saintly men got together at 
Antioch, Barnabas, Simeon, Lu- 
clus, Manaen and Saul, they min- 
istered to the Lord and fasted 
until the Holy Ghost said, “Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called 
them.” And then we are told they 
prayed more and fasted more, 
“And when they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on 
them,. they sent them away” 
(Acts 13:1-3). That is the secret 
of all great missionary movements. 
“Prayer,” “ministering to the 
Lord,” “fasting,” and again “pray- 
er and fasting!” All of our alibis 
for the lack of the power of the 
Spirit of God which was manifest 
in New Testament times can 
properly be ignored. The real dif- 
ference between New Testament 


churches and the churches of to- 
day, between New Testament 
preachers and the preachers of 
today, between New ‘Testament 
Christians and the Christians of 
today is in the matter of prayer, 
and the power that comes through 
prayer! If New Testament Chris- 
tians had the right idea of serv- 
ing the Lord, then we have the 
wrong idea. If they were right so 
to pray, then we are wrong not 
to pray as much as they did. If 
we do not follow the examples of 
the heroes of the Bible in prayer, 
then our prayerlessness is sin. 
And if we compare ourselves 
with missionaries, Carey, Judson, 
and Hudson Taylor, how glaring 
is the sin of our prayerlessness, 


When our prayerlessness is com- 
pared with the prayers of Brain- 
erd, who spent days in fasting and 
prayer, often kneeling in the snow 
in the primitive forests begging 
God for the salvation of Indians, 
how insincere ‘seem our excuses 
for not winning souls. When we 
read of the long vigils of Charles 
G. Finney in woods or hayloft, 
or in days of fasting and prayer, 
ending in a new and fresh baptism 
of power again and again, and in 
marvelous revivals and in hun- 
dreds of souls saved, how can we 
excuse our sin of prayerlessness! 
When we learn how George Muller 
prayed and fed thousands of or- 
phan children, how he prayed and 
sent forth missionaries to the end 
of the world, how he prayed and 
gave Bibles and books and tracts 
by the multiplied thousands, re- 
ceiving over seven million dollars 
from God without ever asking 
man for a penny, when he pleaded 
with God and argued with God 
and knew what it was daily to 
wait on God—compared with Mul- 
ler, what sinners we are in our 
prayerlessness! — 


II. The Sad Results of 
Prayerlessness 
Aside from the fact that our 
prayerlessness opens the door to 
all sin, I call your attention to 
some tragic results of our prayer- 
lessness. 


First, God’s people do not get 
what they ought to have. Many 
do not have daily necessities be- 
cause they do not pray as we are 
commanded to pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread” (Matt. 6:11). 
No doubt many of the afflicted 
are still afflicted because they 
have not obeyed God’s command, 
‘Is any among you afflicted? let 
him pray.’ And many of the sick 
remain sick because they do not 
“call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord,” as the Lord said, 
and so have not received the bless- 
ing promised that “the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick ... and if 
he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him” (James 5:13-15). 
Many are undecided, in doubt 
about duty. They lack wisdom 
because they have not obeyed God 
when He commanded, “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberal- 
ly, and upbraideth not” (James 
1:5). Such Christians “have not, 
because they ask not” (James 4: 
2). They do not ask and therefore 
they do not receive, They do not 
seek and therefore they do not 
find. They do not knock and to 
them the door is not opened 
(Matt. ff 2 8); 


Sometimes there are other hind- 
rances, but many, many times we 
simply have not because we ask 
not. Many of God’s children go 
through this world as orphans, as 
if God did not love them, as if 
God. were. not able or were not 
willing to care for His own. How 
sad! Israel wandered forty years 
in the wilderness before entering 
the land of promise, which they 
could have had, which God wanted 
them to have, before. I waited to 
marry until I had finished college 
and paid up school debts, and then 
my bride told me she would have 
married me before if I had asked 
her! So much of the poverty and 
frustration and lack of victory and 
joy comes to Christians simply 
because they do not pray. Oh, the 
results of prayerlessness! 


Many Christians die premature- 
ly because they do not pray. There 
are a number of Bible examples 
for this. For example, II Chron- 
icles 16:12, 13 tells us, “And Asa 
in the thirty and ninth year of 
his reign was diseased in his feet, 
until his disease was exceeding 
great: yet in his disease he sought 


not to the Lord, but to the physi- 
cians. And Asa slept with his fath- 
ers, and died in the one and forti- 
eth year of his reign.” Asa was 
sick. In his disease “he sought 
not to the Lord but to the physi- 
cians,” and he died. The clear im- 
plication is that if he had prayed, 
he would have lived. 

In I Chronicles 10:13, 14 we are 
told about King Saul’s death, “So 
Saul died for his transgression 
which he committed against the 
Lord, even against the word of the 
Lord, which he kept not, and also 
for asking counsel of one that 
had a familiar spirit, to enquire 
of it; and enquired not of the 
Lord: therefore he slew him, and 
turned the kingdom unto David 
the son of Jesse.” Here it is clear- 
ly inferred that Saul died for his 
trangressions, and particularly for 
asking counsel of a spiritualistic 
medium instead of praying to the 
Lord. 

On the other hand, King Heze- 
kiah was “sick unto death.’’ God 
sent Isaiah to say to him, “Thus 
saith the Lord, set thine house in 
order: for thou shalt die, and not 
live” (Isaiah 38:1). But Hezekiah 


“turned his face to the wall and 


prayed and God raised him up and 
gave him fifteen years. Clearly 
Hezekiah would have died accord- 
ing to God’s first plan. When he 
prayed, God changed His plan! 

The Bible does not teach that 
one who prays may live forever 
without dying, but it certainly 
does teach that many die prema- 
turely when they might live long- 
er with great blessing if they had 
prayed. 


Likewise, other people die be- 


cause we do not pray. For ex- 


ample, God had planned to destroy 
the whole nation Israel and make 
of Moses and his family a new 
nation; but Moses prayed and God 
forgave him and did not do “the 
evil which he thought to do unto 
his people’ (Exod. 32:9-14). 


It seems likely that Abraham’s 
prayer saved Lot alive out of 
Sodom. And we know God heard 
the prayers of Esther and her 
maidens and of Mordecai and his 
friends to save the lives of the 
Jews who were to be destroyed 
by Haman’s conspiracy, as told in 
the book of Esther. God would 
stop the war and give us victory 
sooner if we prayed as we ought, 
and so millions of lives would be 
saved. 


So, because of our prayerless- 
ness we miss many, many bless- 
ings. People are sick when they 
might be well. Some die when they 
might live, Businesses fail when 
they might prosper. And people go 
hungry and without proper cloth- 
ing who might be covered and fed 
to the glory of God if they would 
but pray. 

Second, another sad result of 
our wicked prayerlessness is that 
God’s work suffers and languishes. 
In II Chronicles 7:14 God plainly 
promises to hear His people when 
they come in humility and prayer 
and supplication and repentance. 
We know many, many revivals in 
Bible times came because of 
seasons of prayer and waiting on 
God. It is always true that we do 
not have revivals because we do 
not sincerely, with a holy abandon, 
pray, as well as obey God. Of 
course the right kind of praying 
would lead us to obedience and 
power, 7 


The orphan houses in Bristol, 
England, founded by George Mul- 
ler, prospered because of prayer. 
It was so manifest that no one 
could doubt that the only essential] 
reason that God blessed and sent 
the means needed was because 
people expectantly, faithfully 
prayed. Muller asked nobody for 
money, and often would not even 
let his needs be known except to 
God. What an example to prove 
that when the Lord’s work langu- 
ishes it is for lack of prayer! And 
of course I mean the work that 
is truly the Lord’s work. I do not 
mean that we can by prayer con- 
trary to the will of God get our 
own work ,to prosper by saying, 
“. . + In Jesus’ name.” But the 
work of the Lord’s own planning 
languishes only when the people 
of God do not obediently pray. 


Hudson Taylor and the China 
Inland Mission are a modern evi- 


dence that the work of God langu- 


ishes only because of prayerless- 
ness and prospers under prayer. 
When many denominational mis- 
sions which depended upon denom- 
inational organization and promo- 
tion for their funds were being 


/ 


overwhelmed with debts and mak. 
ing retrenchments continually, the 
China Inland Mission, going only 
by faith, depending on God alone 
without any organization to raise 
money, prospered and increased, 
spreading the Gospel to millions 
and sending out continually new 
groups of workers who were cared 
for in answer to prayer. 

In many, many cases when IT 
have been used of God in a blessed 


-revival campaign in some locality, 


one or two saintly Christians have 
told me, “I have been praying for 
two years that God would bring 
you here for these meetings,” or 
“This campaign is the answer io 
my daily prayer for years.”’ Oh, if 
people would but pray, pray ear- 
nestly, pray effectively, pray with 
a holy abandon, God’s work would 
not languish. The decay in the 
churches, the cooling of revival 
fires, the lukewarmness in the 
churches are the fruit of our 
prayerlessness, 


Third, countless souls go to Hell 
because we do not pray. Nothing 
could more sharply show the wick- 
edness. of prayerlessness than this 
fact, that if Christians do not pray 
as they ought, many whom they 
might win, if they prayed, will go 
to Hell. 

It is easy for us to see that 
people cannot be saved without 
the Gospel. The Bible so clearly 
says, “How then shall they call 
on him in whom thew have not be- 
lieved? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear 
without. a preacher?” (Romans 
10:14). If no one goes to preach 
the Gospel and if sinners do not 
hear the Gospel, then those who 
might be saved will not be saved. 
But it is equally true that if 
people go without prayer, their 
ministry, will be ineffective, and 
in proportion as they pray them- 
selves and as they are lifted up 
to God in earnest prayer by oth- 
ers, their ministry will be power- 
fully moved by the Spirit of God 
to the saving of souls. It is ut- 
terly impossible to disconnect re- 
vival fire and prayer. It is utter- 
ly foolish to suppose anyone will 
have a fruitful ministry that is 
not held up to God by earnest 
prayer, either by the minister 
alone or by his own prayers joined 
to the prayers of others. Gh, how 
many poor, lost souls are in Hell 
today because someone did not 
pray! 


III. What the Sin of Prayer- 
lessness Shows About Our 
Wicked Hearts 


If a man kills somebody, that 
may show premeditated hate, de- 
liberate murder, or it may show 
a sudden flare of temper in a 
fight, or it may show simply care- 
lessness in driving. Or the killing 
may have been altogether acci- 
dental without any blame at all. 


When a man gets drunk it may 
show that he is diseased, enslaved 
by habit, which is really a sick- 
ness. Such a man may deserve 
more pity than blame, and he may 
be otherwise generous, honest, 
loved and greatly respected by 
those who know him. When a per- 
son commits adultery it may show 
a long and deliberate course of 
sin and depravity, or it may simp- 
ly be the result of a sudden gust 
of passion under unusual tempta- 
tion, such as the person did nct 
expect and under circumstances 
where most others might yield, 
too. All these shocking outward 
sins show some sin in the heart. 
But they do not reveal as much 
wickedness as the sin of prayer- 
lessness, for the sin of prayerless- 
ness reveals some shocking things 
about the state of heart of all of 
us who do not pray constantly, 
who do not live in an attitude of 
unceasing prayer. 


First, prayerlessness shows @ 
lack of real enjoyment of God. 
We should honestly face the fact 
that most of us do not really en- 
joy prayer or we would pray more. 
We eat because we are hungry; 
the body demands food, We sleep 
because we are sleepy, or the body 
demands rest. We visit people be- 
cause we enjoy fellowship. If we 
work harder and the body needs 
more food, we hunger for it and 
then eat more. If we are specially 
in love with someone, we long 
more for his companionship and 
spend more hours in his presence 
when possible. When we are un- 
usually worn and tired, the body 
demands more rest and we sleep 


(Continued on page 7) 
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longer if possible. And that simply 
illustrates the fact that if your 
heart were hungrier for God you 
would pray more. If you really 
enjoyed His presence, you would 
seek it. If you enjoyed praying 
more than other things you do, 
then you would do more praying 
and less reading or playing or eat- 
ing or sleeping. Prayerlessness 
proves that we do not really en- 
joy God. 

Let us be honest, each one, in 
searching his own heart here. Do 
you not often pray simply as a 
matter of duty? Two days ago a: 
young man came to me with 
great joy saying, “Brother Rice, be- 
fore I heard- your message on 
prayer, prayer had become a bur- 
den to me. I prayed because I 
felt I ought, but it was hard and 
I did not enjoy it. But now, thank 
God, it has become a joy to pray!” 
I am led to believe by the testi- 
mony of thousands of individuals 
that prayer to the average Chris- 
tian is hard and burdensome. We 
pray little because we do not en- 
joy it. We pray as much as we do 
pray largely out of duty or abso- 
lute necessity. And our _lackadaisi- 
cal praying when we do pray, 
along with the fact that we really 
pray little at all, proves that our 
poor, wicked hearts do not feel 
at home with God, do not enjoy 
God, do not delight in His presence 
and conscious fellowship! And how 
wicked is that sin! 


The complaint of Isaiah, quoted 
by the Saviour, was that “this 
people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and. honoureth me 
with their lips; but their heart 
is far from me” (Matt. 15:8). And 
Jesus frankly addressed such 
people, “Ye hypocrites!” How 
many of us, I wonder, pray in a 
way that honors Christ with our 
lips and draw near to Him with 
our mouths but our hearts are far 
away! Oh, if our hearts are not in 
our prayers, if we do not love to 
draw near to God, if we do not 
enjoy praying, if prayer is not 
sweet to us, how sinful are our 
wicked hearts! 
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The Sin of Prayerlessness 


of what little praying we do is 
indicated by the sweet promise in 
Jeremiah 29:12, 13, “Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you. And ye shall 
seek me, and find me, and when 
ye shall search for me with all 
your heart.’ Oh, God is not far 
off! God has toward us, as the 
preceding verse, Jeremiah 29:11, 
tells us, “thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil.” God is more eager 
to hear than we are to pray, if 
only we shall search for Him with 
all our hearts! 


Have you searched in your own 
heart about this matter whether 
you really enjoy the presence of 
God? If you enjoyed praying more 
than the other things you do, 
wouldn’t you pray more? 


Many a son or daughter, I sup- 
pose, loves mother’ and dad but 
has little in common with them and 
seeks rather the company of his 
or her own age at.the-dance floor 
or movie. Perhaps there are hon- 
est, good men who love their wives 
after a fashion but find them drab 
and uninteresting and hasten away 
from home to company they enjoy 
better or hide themselves with a 
newspaper. or book. How sad that 
any of us should be like that to- 
ward God! If we are saved, born 
again children of God, then we 
love Him of course. In our hearts 
we have received the Spirit of 
adoption whereby we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” But sad to say, many of 
us do not really enjoy our heaven- 
ly Father and we spend little time 
in His company, little time or 
heart in asking for His blessings 
and receiving those He has of- 
fered. Our prayerlessness proves 
that we do not really enjoy God. 


Second, prayerlessness proves 
our unbelief. Hebrews 11:6 says 
that “without faith it is impossible 
to please him: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.’ And 
Romans 10:14 says, “How then 
shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed?’”’ I suppose 
that primarily means that lost 
people do not really call on God 
for salvation unless in their hearts 
they believe that He is able and 
willing to save. Prayer is the 
proof of faith for a lost sinner. 
But is it not equally true that 
prayer is the proof of faith in a 
Christian? How can we pray if 
we do not believe it pays? How 


can we really pray much if we 


do not believe we get anywhere 
or get anything from God? When 
we are sick we go to the doctor 
first instead of praying first be- 
cause really we have more confi- 
dence in the doctor than in God. 
We think of medicine before we 
think of prayer. And I do not 
mean that medicine and doctors 
and hospitals are to be avoided 
by Christians. God often uses 
means to do His blessed work. He 
uses Christians and personal soul 
winners to save sinners. He uses 
foods, medicines, treatments, of- 
tentimes to heal the sick. But is 
it not obvious that a child of God 
who really believes that the heal- 
ing depends on God and that the 
healing, whether through doctors 
and medicine or without either, 
must~- come from God—isn’t it 
obvious that one. who believes 
that will pray before he does 
other things? I think there is no 
doubt that our. prayerlessness 
proves that we really have little 
confidence in getting answers to 
our prayers. Prayerlessness is a 
proof of unbelief. And unbelief is 
a sin, a besetting sin which we 
are to lay aside, looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith (Hebrews 12:1, 2). 


I have known people who Say, 
“Yes, I believe in prayer as much 
as anyone,” or, “Sure, I have lots 
of faith in God,” who when they 
were sick really depended on doc- 
tors, and when they were out of 
jobs really depended on employ- 
ment agencies and who, when 
they were in need, called on rela- 
tives for help before they called 
on God! To them faith was just 
a certain feeling, a general doc- 
trinal position. 

But real faith, living faith, ab- 
solutely must express itself in call- 
ing on God for what we need and 
desire. From the sum total of our 
prayer let us subtract all the 
praying we do as a matter of duty 


and subtract all the praying we 
do to be seen of men, and the little 
that remains will be the actual 
measure of our faith in a God 
Who hears and answers prayer! 
Oh, God, forgive us of this sin of 
unbelief! 


Third, our prayerlessness proves 
our laziness. Prayer is hard work. 
It demands thought, demands con- 
centration, demands _ persistence. 
One who becomes great in prayer 
must overcome every kind of 
handicap and discouragement and 
temptation. Satan would keep us 
from prayer by making us too 
busy at other matters. Satan would 
stop our prayer with discourage- 
ment and unbelief. He wouid dis- 
tract our minds. So real praying 
is work, hard work. 


It is said of Jesus in the garden 
of Gethsemane, that “being in 
an agony he prayed more earnest- 
ly: and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground” (Luke 22:44). And 
many a saint of God has found 
himself likewise covered with per- 
spiration from the earnest work, 
the concentration, the pleading of 
prayer. Brainerd, kneeling in the 
snow.praying. for the Indians on 


‘| his heart, worked at his’ praying 


until he did not feel the cold. 
Charles G. Finney, kneeling on a 
buffalo robe in the hayloft after 
a meeting at night prayed long 
into the wee hours and did not 
suffer from the upper New York 
State winter. I finished a game of 
college football with a broken 
nose, and in the labor and concen- 
tration of the game I felt no pain 
at all, though the blood ran 
down my jersey. In a time of great 
grief and trouble I went for days 
with practically no desire for food. 
Just so, many have learned to 
agonize in prayer, to labor, as 
Jacob wrestled with the angel at 
Penuel (Gen. 32:24-31). 


Jacob wrestled with an angel 
of God in prayer (Genesis 32:24, 
25). Rachel, the barren wife, pray- 
ed without ceasing that she might 
not be outdone by her mocking 
sister, and of her prayers she said, 
“With great wrestlings have I 
wrestled with my sister, and I 
have prevailed.” And Paul tells 
of Epaphras, the great man of 
prayer who sent word to the 
Colossians, “. .. always labouring 
fervently for you in prayers.” 
And the word laboring means to 
agonize, to contend, to wrestle. In 
fact, it is the Greek word from 
which we get our English word 
agonize, Oh, what labor real pray- 
er is! And the fact that we do not 
pray proves that we are lazy, in- 
different Christians with little 
heart for the work of God. We are 
fat, well fed, indolent, indifferent 
Christians, or we’ would pray. 
Prayerlessness proves laziness. 


Fourth, our prayerlessness 
proves that God is not first in our 
love and interest and that other 
things come first. Prayerlessness 
is almost proof of idolatry. We 
read the newspapers instéad of 
praying because we are most in- 
terested in the things the news- 
papers talk about than we are in 
the things we would talk to God 
about. We spend more time chat- 
ting with other people than we do 
in talking to God because we 
really think more of other people 
than we do of God. We Christian 
workers may even spend more 
time with our sermons, with our 
libraries, with our Christian vis- 
iting, with our church organiza- 
tions because we care more about 
these incidental and _ secondary 
matters than we do about the 
main matters. Remember that the 
apostles said, “We will give our- 
selves continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word” (Acts 
6:4). Prayer first, preaching 
second! I think we preachers are 
often more concerned with our 
sermons than we are with getting 
people saved, more concerned with 
what we say to man than what 
we say to God, more concerned to 
please the ear than we are to 
save souls by the power of God 
which only comes through prayer. 


Some Christians spend hours a 
day at hobbies, hobbies that in 
themselves are innocent and harm- 
less and often useful. But count the 
time you spend on your hobby 
and compare it with the time you 
spend in prayer, Is your hobby 
of more interest to you than God 
and His Word and His blessings 
and His power? Reading is proper, 
and good reading is commended 
in the Bible, but compare your 
reading with your praying; which 


takes the precedence in your life? 
Does not our prayerlessness prove 
that we put prayer of less import- 
ance than nearly everything else? 
Does it not mean that our love, 
our interest, our desire is on other 
things first? Prayerlessness, F say, 
is almost a proof of our idolatry. 
And the little that we pray proves 
how little we are really interested 
in God’s will for us and in bringing 
souls to Christ and advancing the 
work that is truly His. 


Some will be tempted to say 
that they have so much work to 
do, good work, honorable, neces- 
sary work, that they cannot pray 
as much as my teaching here in- 
fers that they should. Well, we 
Ought to be able to pray all the 
time. “Pray without ceasing,” and 
“Men ought always to pray and 
not to faint,” the Bible commands. 
That means praying while busy at 
all other things. But we ought also 
to have long seasons every day in 
which we would lay aside other 
matters and give ourselves alto- 
gether to prayer. And you need 
not say that is impossible, for the 
greatest men of God, the busiest, 
found time for that kind of pray- 
ing. 

If you will go through Paul’s 
epistles and find how many people | 
he addressed, reminding them that 
he prayed for them in every pray- 
er: or prayed for them every day, 
you will see that Paul was given 
to much prayer, hours of prayer, 
daily. And Jesus’ spent long 
seasons in prayer. He went up into 
a mountain to pray. He prayed all 
night in the wilderness. He pray- 
ed, perhaps, for hours in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane. 


of lesser importance. But “thos# 
that seek me early shall find m6” 
says the Lord in Proverbs 8:17. 


Second, make a habit of pray 


ing through about every- burdes- 


and problem that comes to ye“, 
Sometimes we cannot in one day 
get the full answer to a great 
prayer, but we can every~dagie@ 
believe, get a sweet peace to know 
that God has heard us, ane thet 
we left the thing in the hands-e 
our heavenly Father and He has 
smiled into our hearts and gives 
us peace. You may not, 
pray in one given season, tive 
salvation of the man -for when 
you pray; but you ean pray-sr® 
vou have sweet assurance tha@ 
God has undertaken and will d@ 
the thing you desire. Or you Gas 
pray until God’s Holy Spirit heips 
you see how you should modify 
vour prayer to fit with the plan of 
God. 

This kind of praying will meas 
that you do not continue howe® 
down under anxieties and worries, 
Leave every worry, every anxiety 
with Jesus every day. 


Third, take time to pray ahougs 
things as they come up. Years age 


see 


es Yo 
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as a preacher I found it impossib/@- 


to remember all the requests for 
prayer that would come to ms 
in a day’s time so as to pray ior 
them when I slept or the nex@ 
morning. So I formed a habit of 
stopping to pray for every cas@ 
about which I was impressed. tha¢ 
I ought to pray, at the time it wag 
mentioned. And then I never 


promise to pray for any matter.uw- 


the future except as God shall jay 
it on my heart and bring it to my 
mind. I have found a great peace 


Martin Luther said that he had in coing to God with every bureGen 
so much work to do for God that|the moment I feel the need for 
he could never get it done unless praver about it. And one of the 
he prayed three hours a day! How| sweet and blessed results is a 
Martin Luther labored in prayer! | 


Prayer to him was fighting, wres- | 


tling, agonizing. And once as he 
prayed, Satan became so real to 
him, taunting, tempting, interfer- 
ing, that Martin Luther threw the 
ink. bottle at him! And the splash 
on the wall has long been shown 
to visitors to remind us of how 
real was prayer to Martin Luther. 

Preachers, especially evangelists, 
must get late to bed, and so often 
they are late risers. Speaking in 
the evenings and finding it hard 
to relax and sleep immediately 
after the greatest labor and excite- 
ment of the day, preachers get the 
best rest after midnight. But D. L. 
Moody arose reguarly, we are told, 
at four o’clock in the morning 
that he might have at least a full 
hour with God in prayer and with 
the Bible before anybody else on 
the place should be awake. And 
Hudson Taylor had a custom of 
waking in the midst of the night 
to spend an hour or two undis- 
turbed with God. C. T. Studd in 
Africa rose at 8:00 a.m. to pray. 
It is a remarkable fact that the 
men who have been the most 
abundant in labors for God have 
been the ones who really spent 
the greatest amount of time in 
prayer. Our excuses are really 
alibis. We do not pray more be- 
cause we do not think prayer is 
as important as the other things 
which we do. We think sleep is 
more important than prayer. We 
think food is more important than 
prayer. We think visiting is more 
important than prayer. We think 
preaching is more important than 
prayer. Our prayerlessness really 
proves that other things come 
first in our estimation and in our 
love, 


IV. How to Overcome the Sin 
of Prayerlessness 


I feel I know all too little about 
prayer, and yet humbly I would 
make the following suggestions 
about how to overcome the sin of 
prayerlessness. 

First, I would set apart a season 
of time early in every day to pray, 
along with meditation on the 
Bible. The earlier, the better. It 
ought to be before breakfast. One 
great missionary had a motto, 
“No Bible, no breakfast.” If he 
couldn’t find time to read the 
Bible and pray, then he would not 
take time to eat. Brother, that 
motto will make an impression on 
the callous carnality of us who 
put our stomachs before God if 
we will but adopt it! Put prayer 
really first by having a real season 
of prayer before anything else of 
importance in the day, You prob- 
ably will have to rise earlier than 
you now rise to do it. You may 
have to leave off other matters 


> us 
fe oe 


| 


Pe 
constant companionship and fele 
lowship with God, 

Fourth, leave off the formalities 
and jet prayer be simply taiking 
with God. Every Christian many 
times a day should stop and say; 
“Lord, I did wrong in that. Fore 
give me!” or “Lord, help me t® 
know what to say to this man.” 
Connect prayer with every detai 


book on prayer, says that- we 
ought to pray about everyone we 
meet. Leave off the forms of set 
prayers and get accustomed t@ 
talking to God as simply as.-a 
little child to his mother or as a 
wife to her husband. Some people 
pray with all the stiffness and 
unreal formality of being intro- 
duced to the king and queen at 
court. When you pray you will do 
well to leave off the -powderea 
wigs, the knee breeches, the for- 
mal introductions, the curtsies, 
and the bowing low and the walk-~ 
ing out backward! 

Fifth, I would set out to follow 
the Bible.examples and teachings 
about prayer. 

Jacob prayed all night; so did 
Jesus. Then I would enter into the 
fullness of prayer life by praying 
all night. I will never forget the 
fullness of blessing that came in 
some nights of prayer in the Gali- 
lean Baptist Church in Dallas, and 
when I prayed until two o’clock in 
the morning in a Y. M. C. A. at 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and when ¥ 
praved with a great group in the 
Peoples Church in Toronto, Can- 
ada, led by Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 
in a half night of prayer. I thinks 
it is shameful that the great exe 
perienees of prayer in the Bible 
are not duplicated in the lives of 


}modern Christians. By God’s grace 


let us enter into these experiences, 


Esther and her maidens faste@® 
and prayed three days and nights. 
The people of Nineveh praye@ 
without either eating or drinking 
for days until God heard -an@® 
spared the city and saved them, 
The apostles fasted and praye® 
for ten days before . Pentecost, 
as you see by comparing Matthew 
9:14, 15 with Acts 1:13, 14. The 
Bible has many accounts of the 
saints who fasted while they pray- 
ed; Ezra and his companions, 
David, Paul and Barnabas fasted. 


'of vour life. Hallesby, in his great. 


Have you ever gone without meals-«» 
or spent a day without food whila. 


you sought the bread from Heaven 
and while your mind was absorbed 
in God and seeking His power 
alone? If Pharisees entered inte 
fasting as a form, a work of merit, 
cannot Christians fast and pray 
for a burden for souls and to be 
filled with the power of God? 
Daniel went, he tells us, for 
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three full weeks in which he ate 


The Sin of Prayerlessness 


9:40). 


no pleasant bread and ate no meat | 


And should not 
have times of 


(Dan. 10, 2, 3). 
we sometimes 


‘waiting on God in which we 
ght for 


“off waitin of confessing our sins, 
oO 


weeks go eating only 


st, until certain great 


curse’ of God upon Ananias and 
_Sapphira, though it had in it the 


moderately, doing only such work | 
q we must 
pr 


‘oblems are settled, certain vic- 
tokies won, certain blessings ob- 
tained? I recall in some of the 
most blessed of revival campaigns, 


some where great numbers were, 


saved, that for days I felt little 
interest in food or 


sleep, I lost| 


weight, I felt a constant burden 


of prayer 


until the victory was_ 


won and we began to see a break- | 
ingg out of revival fires: and the | 


salvation of many. Would it not 


times of great emergency and dis- 


bé blessed some time to fallow | 


the permission given in I Corin- | 
thians 7:5 and by mutual, loving | 


sim- 
the 


But the same Peter 


ply stood and pronounced 


elements of prayer. Joshua stopped 
fighting only long enough to com- 
mand the sun to stand still, which 
seemed a very bold prayer oaf| 
great faith. Solomon stood in the |! 
temple with his hands stretched 
out and prayed at the dedication 
of the temple (II Chronicles 6:12). | 
Jesus sometimes stood to pray, 
but in the garden of Gethsemane 
He fell on His face and prayed. 
(Matt. 26:39). And from all this. 
let us learn the lesson that prayer 
is not in the form. And let us get 
out of our ruts, pray when we 
stand and pray when we sit. In 


tress we ought surely to be on our | 
very faces on the floor before God, 
' pleading and waiting on Him. But | 


he speaks of himself, 


Teaching of Dr. Nels Ferre 


(Continued from page 1) 


such a claim is irrelevant to the 
reality of the incarnation. Such 
a proposition would, for that 
matter, depend mostly on some 
literal claim in the Bible. Such 
claims there are, but the Bible 
used in this external manner be- 
comes a distinct danger~to living 
faith” (p. 186). 

“In the case of the Syrophenici- 


an woman we find Jesus affirming 


a narrow, nationalistic mission to 


the lost sheep of Israel and an- 
swering the foreigner 


with un- 
necessary sharpness even as the 
new vision broke in on him, ac- 
companied with momentary pain 
even in his decision for good. He 


‘learned to be good and such learn- 


ing was certainly accompanied by 
typical human reactions” (p. 187). 

“Many of the passages where 
if allowed 
as at all genuine in import, are 


agreement husband and wife stay | _at other times we ought like David | almost. neurotically self concerned 
apart for a few days “that ye may | | to awake in the night, commun- 5 and invidious of others as thieves 


give yourselves to fasting and | 


prayer’? 


' beds (Psalm 4:4), 


have known homes in which | 
for a certain season the beds were | 


qttickly spread, the meals 
pared were of the simplest, and 
there was little of the normal 
entertainment while the housewife 
feit led to give 
earnest burden of prayer. 

Sometimes 3ible characters 


pre- | 
‘Let 


herself to an 


kneeled in prayer. Peter, called 
to pray by the side of the dead 
Doreas, put them all forth and | 
kneeled down and prayed (Acts 


} 


/God your sin of prayerlessness. 


ing with our own hearts upon our | 
and again pray 


at evening, morning and at noon 
(Psaini 55 °1'D. 
Let us seek to enter into all 


the wealth of prayer in the Bible. 
us pray as much 
characters. Let us weep as much | 
as they wept. Let us fast as much | 
as they fasted. Let:us:make pray- | 
er the biggest work of our lives | 
and the greatest enjoyment, the | 
unceasing activity. 

Are you ready now to confess to | 


as Bible | 


Mountain Peaks i in Christ’s Career 


4 (Continued from page 1) 
ervation, in revelation, in the eter- 
nal home-building, and in the con- 
symmation of all things. 


ca 
sHis Prenatal Appearances 


The identity of the personality 
of, these appearances is not Sure. 

me of them were in the form of 

gels, some of men; in some it 
was the Lord Himself that ap- 
Pdared according to the Scriptures. 
Hebrews 1:1-3 says: 

*God, who at sundry times and 
in dwers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, Hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the 
worlds: Who being the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image 
of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.” 

"Evidently, then, some of the fol- 
lowing divine appearances were 
either Christ Himself or His an- 
gélic representatives. He appeared 
té Adam as Lord (Gen. 3:8-19): 
té6 Cain as Lord (Gen. 4:4-7): to 
eis, as Lord (Gen. 12:7-17; 

1-33); to Hagar as the Angel) 
of the Lord (Gen. 16:7-12); to Lot | 
a§ two Angels (Gen. 19:1-25); to) 
Jacob as “I am the Lord” (Gen. 


| 


- 710-19); to Moses as God (Exod. | 


3: ‘4) and as Lord (Exod. 5:1-17): 
ta Balaam as an angel of the 
Lord (Num. 22:22-35); to Joshua | 
a’ the captain of the host of the) 
lord (Josh. 5:13-15); to Israel as | 
ah angel of the Lord (Judges 2: 
135); to Manoah (Judges 13:1-23); 
tb Elijah as the angel of the Lord 
Kings 19:4-7); to Isaiah as the 
rd sitting upon his throne (Isa. 
1-5); to Ezekiel as the glory of 
the Lord (Ezek. 1:26-28); to Dan- 
ig1 as one like unto the Son of 
an (Dan. 7:13-23; 10:5-21). 
These and many other instances 
divine appearances are record- 
in the Old Testament in which 
the Lord appeared, giving instruc- 
tjon, courage, comfort, or setting 
t His program for men. 


His Supernatural Birth 


The first great earthly incident 
in the career of Jesus Christ is 


the incident connected with His 


pernatural birth (Matt. 1:23; 

uke 1:25, 36). This is one of the 
foundations of the Christian faith. 
ithout a supernatural birth, how 
Suld we have a supernatural Sav- 
ur? Could you have a natural 
rth with earthly parents without 
e guilt of sin? You can have a 
inless body only when you hypo- 
thecate a divine father, a sinless 
father. The supernatural incarna- 


| 


tion of Christ is basic, pivotal, a 
necessary foundation for all the 
superstructure of Christ’s sinless 
life, His atoning death, His bodily 
resurrection, of His being a worthy 
substitute under the wrath of God, 
and one who as the scapegoat 
could bear away our sins, and 
properly nail them to His cross. 


His Sinless Life 


This is the second holy moun- 
tain peak in the earthly career of 
our Redeemer. The highest and 
lowest type of infidelity, atheism, 
agnosticism and skepticism for 
twenty centuries have turned the 
burnishing light of their criticism 
upon the life of Jesus to find fault 
and sin. All the search and syn- 
icism of godless infidelity, after 
this long time, stands with hands 
up in complete failure in the mat- 
ter of finding one word or deed 
that convicts Him -of sin. He 
stands at the top of the highest 


' they 
'methods. 
‘than understanding in his relation 


of life, and hence is God's perfect | 
substitute under the law of death. 
for fallen, sinning men. 


His Sufferines in the Garden 
Probably .the most tragie pre- 


‘crucifixion hour of Christ is what | 


| happened in the Garden of Gethse- | | 
'mane, that lonely, dark night | 
While His tired disciples slept at | 
the gate. He calls it ‘‘a cup” which | 
He had to drink, a bitter cup in 
-which God had distilled the quin- | 
_tessence of the world’s deepest | 
| sorrow. He drank the cup without | 
faltering or complaining. He drank 
it to his bitter dregs. He called 
it “a baptism” with which He: had 
to be baptized. In Gethsemane, on 
Calvary, and in the tomb God im- 
mersed Him in the world’s dark- 
est grave of the baptism of suf- 
fering. Surely that was a peak in 
Christ’s career. He there took the 
poignant pain out of the darkest 
suffering for all who believe in 
Him, It was the beginning of the 
price of blood which He paid 
for the world’s redemption. 


His Substitutionary Death 


This was the climax of sin. Sin 
did its worst, painted its blackest 
picture, drew forth its deadliest 
groans and halleluiahed its great- 
est temporary triumph when it 
nailed the holy Son of God to the 
two arms of the cross. Nature 
protested, the earthquake thunder- 
ed, the graves opened their doors 
and the dead came out, the sun 
and moon and stars turned to 
blackness as they hid their faces 
from the death of their Lord; and 
yet the deadliest of sin’s deeds 
was turned into the brightest light 
of hope for the sinner’s destiny. 


| climactic glow. 


Here sin did its worst for God’s 


and robbers. Even his faith in the 
| SW ord of the Spirit seems to have 
cooled off, and bitterky~-he seems 


to have warneéd-his disciples that 


other 
rather 


also need 
He seems hard 


would 


'to the Pharisees” (p. 188). 


“Sinlessness is a bloodless cate- 
gory, making an anemic saviour” 
(p. 201). 

“The disciples, Jesus perhaps 
knew, could not yet bear these 
implications. It may be of course, 


that Jesus himself never saw 
them” (p. 246). 
Il. Jesus Christ Was Not 


Virgin Born; May Have Been 
Son of German Soldier; 
Probably Joseph’s Son 
“Strange, however, is the hold 
which this doctrine’ in its ‘more 
literal form has on countless peo- 
ple. Reference to the Virgin Birth 
is not found in Paul’s letters, the 
earliest writings we have. It is 
not found in Mark, the original 
Gospel. It is not found in the 
various epistles of the New Testa- 
ment. It is not found in the Johan- 
nine tradition. As a matter of 
fact, the reference in John to the 
claim by the Jews to the effect 
that they were not born in adul- 


tery could give external credence 
to.a Nazi claim that Jesus was a 
German, Mary, we remember, was 
found pregnant before her engage- 
ment to mild Joseph. Nazareth 
was hard by a Roman garrison 
where the soldiers were German 
mercenaries, Jesus is also reported 
throughout a continuous part of 
the history of art, it is claimed, 
to have been blond. This is sup- 
posedly unnatural for the Medit- 
terranean countries where this 
same tradition started and was 
continued. Hence Jesus must have 
been the child of a German sol- 
dier! After all, the claim develops, 
such is the experience. of many 
girls near military camps. His 
great genius, spiritual agony, and 
serene victory would thus be ac- 
counted for, as far as the un- 
usual conditions go which gave 
him the chance to respond in an 
exceptional manner in the fullness 
of time. Such an interpretation 
has been made of his life, and who 
can deny that such a. conjecture 
COULD be true?” (p. 191). 


“Phe birth stories -are, 
sure, most improbable on other 
grounds, and perhaps, for this 
reason, the simplest thing to be- 
lieve may be that Joseph was the 
natural father of Jesus. Certainly 
it seams queer for Joseph to have 
taken along an unmarried ‘girl, 
nine months. pregnant, on such a 
hazardous trip as to Bethlehem 
for the sake of paying any taxes! 
The stories seem forced through- 
out” (p. 192). 


IV. Denial of Real Deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ 


“But if Jesus takes the place 
of God, we still have idolatry. He 
is the mediator, not the eternal 
God” (p. 224). 


V. Jesus Christ Not Unique 
Nor Is the Christian Re- 
ligion Supreme 

“We must remember, however, 
that ‘God’s gracious purpose in 
Christ Jesus’ is the totality of 
God’s activity, and though con- 
clusively expressed in the historic 
Jesus, must not be limited to him” 
(p. 224). 

“Tt is not necessary to know the 


to be 


best and God’s best did His best 
for sin’s worst. Nowhere has sin 
such a show of guilt. Nowhere has 
love such a depth of flow. No- 
where has power such a demon- 
stration of effectiveness as in the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


His Bodily Resurrection 


When Jesus came according to 
prophecy and promise from the 
grave with a new body, visible, 
touchable, loveable, and in tri- 
umph from death’s slimy grip, sin 
had its heaviest blow and life its 
Without a resur- 
rection of Christ’s body, sin’s tri- 
umph would have been complete 
and our doom perfect. No resur- 
‘rection, no pardon—we are still 
‘in our sins, No resurrection, no 
hope—all the horizons of the soul 
are midnight darkness. But He 
arose, He lives, He reigns, with 
His triumphant, conquering power 
upon the head of the _ serpent, 
and He is ours forevermore. 


His Visible Ascension 


He not only arose bodily from 
the grave, but He ascended visibly 
from Olivet in the sight of His up- 
looking and loving disciples. He 
broke all the laws of gravitation 
or brought in the super-interven- 
tion of a higher law, a law of 
heavenly compulsion. These dis- 
ciples, not mystified but divinely 
inspired, welcomed His departure 
from the highest peak around 
Jerusalem to the highest peak of 
the heavenly hills. These disciples 
saw Him, walked with Him, talked 
with Him, ate with Him, put their 
doubting fingers in the nail-riven 
prints of crucifixion, heard and 
recognized His voice, saw His 
demonstrated power and longingly 
watched Him as He went back 
home for the divinely appointed 
task of intercession and mansion- 
building, 


His Promised Return 
The two men in white on the 
peak of Olivet, as He went up by 
means of some heavenly airplane, 
said to His watching disciples, 


“This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” He will 
come. He is coming. Two thousand 
years ago it was said, “He is near, 
even at the door.” Remembering 
that a thousand years is as a day 
and a day a thousand years, He is 
coming and will some glad day 
appear. 

These eight appearances of our 
Savicur, beginning in prehistoric 
eternity and ending in the last 
triumphant sound of time’s de- 
parture, show us briefly the eter- 
nal sketch of our Redeemer. 

(From the book, AFTER THE RESUR- 
wit hap aed HAT? Now out of print. 


Used by permission _of nr an Pub- 
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MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 

from your Sworp and send it in 

with your change of address, that 
- will help. ) 
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214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Illl- 
nols., nad 


It’s possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing vour new 


in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 
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Renew Now! 


‘| however, 


address with the Post Office, which } 


historic Jesus in order for God’s 
will and way to be accepted, The 
eternal God is not exhausted by 
the historic Jesus and not to be 
equated with him in such a Sense, 
In the eternities the Word. has 
often taken flesh, and we can lay 
down no rule that would limit the 
freedom of God and the efficacy 
of the Son and the Spirit. Apart 
from the Christ and the Spirit, 
however, no ohe can ever be made 
whole and completed, for they 
are presuppositions of reality it- 
self’ (p. 224). 

“In the one new world, where 
great cultures and religions must 
meet side by side, we shall rightly 
be conquered as we now are being 
to some extent by Hinduism and 
Buddhism, which have had and 
still have a far higher eschatology 


than the major sections of actual ~ 


Christendom” (p. 247). ; 
VI. All Men Will Be Saved 


“The final destiny of man, as 
far as its general nature goes we 
do, however, Know; namely, to 
be with God and to share in His 
creative fellowship through all 
eternity. 
but as sure as the Christian un- 
derstanding of God. Divine love 
can be satisfied and need be satis- 
fied with nothing. less. The past, 
too, is within the present in as 
far as it exists, ready to be re- 
worked, rearranged, redirected. 
The air bubbles will be kneaded 
out of the dough! Whatever of 
the past is canceled out has not 
even an old check to show for it- 
self, It is completely gone into non- 
being. With God it is forgiven and 
most likely forgotten or else re- 


membered through the beautiful 


spread of forgiveness, as an aspect 
of abounding grace’: (p. 225). 

“But the severity of God will 
lead us along with His goodness to 
our eventual repentance” (p. 239). 

“The total logic of the Bible, 
is forthright and fine. 
GOD WOULD HAVE ALL TO BE 
SAVED AND WITH GOD ALL 
THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. Either 
God would not or could not ef- 
fect such a sovereign victory of 
His love, but He can and will!” 
(p. 246). 


VII. Hell Is Not a Place of 
Eternal Punishment 


“Eternal hell is naturally out of 
the question, both as subjustice 
and as sublove. No human judge 
has a right to inflict infinite pun- 
ishment for finite transgression. 
The very conception of an eternal 
hell is monstrous and an insult to 
the conception of last things in 
other religions, not to mention the 
Christian doctrine of God’s sover- 
eign love ... That such a doctrine 
could be conceived, not to men- 


tion believed, shows how far from 


any understanding of the love of 
God many people once were and, 
alas, still are!” (p. 228). 

“There are no incorrigible sin- 
ners; God has no permanent prob- 
lem children. Heaven, to those 
who truly love all, can be heaven 
only when it has emptied hell. 
Therefore the good of each and of 
all requires that hell be an in- 
strument of- justice in the service 
of reclamatory love. All those who 
love, and supremely God, require 
that. Each one in hell is also com- 
pletely important to God, and 
without the salvation “unto this 
last” God cannot be sovereign 
love. The Good Shepherd insists 
on finding the hundredth sheep. 
The MERCY of God, says the 
Bible, is EVERLASTING; and 
love NEVER fails. What, then, is 
hell and how does it serve God’s 
purposes?” (p. 229). 

“Tt cannot be eternal” (p. 230). 

An eternal hell is incongruous, 
a false mixing of categories” (p. 
234). 

- . heaven can be heaven on- 
ly, when it has emptied hell’ (p. 
ai). 

“What inhuman hardness of 
heart could ever fashion so hor- 
rible a view as eternal hell and 
then connect it in any way with 
the boundless love’ (p. 238). 

“We think that it is at least 
likely that eternal damnation was 
actually intended by some of the 
writers of the Bible. We cannot 
be sure, but we think this to be 
at least highly probable . . 
Whether Jesus taught eternal hell 
or not is uncertain” (p. 245). 


VIII. Purgatory!!! 
“Hell is also to be distinguished 
from purgatory. While that term 
is not much used by Protestant 
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“Questions... About Billy Graham 


wholeheartedly endorse the Billy 
Graham campaign, said the follow- 
ing: 


“But the theology of Billy 
Graham is forty years out of 
date, Must we ignore the sanc- 

- tified scholarship of forty 

years? Must we equate the God 
of the Old Testament with the 
yod and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Some of the Billy 
Graham converts will be coming 
into Methodist churches. They 
will need to be re-educated in 
theology.” ‘ 


Any hints that Billy Graham is 
a‘ modernist or has any modern- 
istic tendencies in his preaching 
are, I am convinced, utterly false 
and unfounded, 


“2. Are the Billy Graham 
* Methods Sensible, Spirit- 
; ual, Trustworthy? 


"Yes, his methods are almost 
beyond criticism, in my humble 
judgment. The Methodist preacher 
quoted above, concerning the Lon- 
don campaign, said that he had 
feared there would be a mass 
psychology, a sensationalism, a 
high pressure, or something of the 
kind, but he said, “There is more 
emotionalism in one of our own 
Gipsy Smith’s services than in the 
whole Billy Graham campaign.” 


The Scottish papers had many 
criticisms, but they acknowledged 
openly that there was no special 
sensationalism, no unusual pres- 
sure, no tricks in the Billy Gra- 
ham method. 


The Billy Graham sermons are 
straight, simple sermons. There is 
little oratory. The illustrations do 
not specially appeal to the emo- 
tions. (Not that I think there is 
anything wrong with preaching 
and illustrations that appeal to 
the emotions.) There was no high 
pressure. At the invitation time 
the great congregation remained 
seated. Billy Graham made his 
simple invitation for people to 
leave their seats and walk down 
the aisles and collect in front of 
the speaker’s platform. Then he 
waited silently while the choir 
softly sang “Just as I Am.” That 
familiar, simple pattern was fol- 
lowed in all of the services which 
I attended, including the great 
Tyne Castle Stadium service in 
Edinburgh. Perhaps occasionally 
Billy Graham would stop the in- 
vitation to say an added word. 
But there was not as much pres- 
sure as we are accustomed to in 
many ordinary church services in 
America. 

Those who scorn Billy Graham 
with cries of “Hollywood evan- 
gelism” and “showmanship” are 
simply talking in ignorance of the 
facts. The preaching, the singing, 
the announcements, the news- 
paper reports, the contact with 
the public were sensible, straight- 
forward, serious, respectable, and 
would meet the strictest standards 
of even critical people, in my judg- 
ment. 

In fact, I think that the Billy 
Graham meetings have tended to 
be more and more sober and to 
depend less and less on showman- 
ship. 

I do not mean to infer any 
criticism of having the testimony 
of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, 
or having the testimony of other 
born-again Christians from any 
source, I believe testimonies of 
earnest, born-again Christians 
please God and are a part of the 
New Testament plan of spreading 
the Gospel. I am not against child- 
réen’s meetings. I am not against 
the use of Christian films. I am 
not against any sensible devices 
that may be used reverently for 
the glory of God to enlist people, 
to properly attract attention and 
get people to hear the Gospel. But 
I am saying that the Billy Graham 
meetings do not offend good sense 
and spiritual ethics in the matter 
of methods. 


I believe that the Billy Graham 
meetings have tended to be in- 
creasingly more careful and fact- 
ual in reports. The enormous 
crowds, the number of people 
claiming to trust Christ as Sav- 
iour are such stupendous facts that 
they do not need to be exaggerated. 


3. Does He Seek the Sponsor- 
ship of Modernists? 


enough, perhaps so we will seek to 
break it down and answer it in 
detail. 


Newspaper reports were that 
Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, pas- 
tor of the Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York City, 
would go to Scotland with Billy 
Graham and as his guest, to take 
part in the All-Scotland Crusade. 


Was this published news report 
true? 


No, it is not true. Dr, Bonnell 
went to Scotland on the invitation 
of the Church of Scotland leaders. 
Billy Graham and I talked in de- 
tail about this. The noted Scotch 
liberal theologian, the Rev. Dr. 
Sir George MacLeod, socialist, 
modernist, and radical critic of 
Billy Graham, opposed Billy’s 
coming to Scotland. Sound Scot- 
tish leaders thought that Dr. Bon- 
nell could largely overcome the 
influence of Dr. MacLeod against 
Billy Graham, They invited him to 
come for various services under 
Church of Scotland auspices, but 
in relation to the crusade. 


Dr. Bonnell did not go to Scot- 
land on the boat with Billy Gra- 
ham. He did not go at Billy Gra- 
ham’s invitation. He was on the 
platform several nights and Dr. 
Graham did not even introduce 
him to the crowd. One night after 
the sermon, I think when Dr. Gra- 
ham went to the counselling room 
to help deal with the converts, 
Dr. Tom Allen, chairman, asked 
Dr. Bonnell to dismiss the con- 
gregation in prayer. 

Dr. Billy Graham had at hand 
and gave me a copy of Dr. Bon- 
nell’s statement in Look magazine 
about what Presbyterians believe, 
and he felt that the statment was 
very inadequate about the vir- 
gin birth and some other matters. 
Dr. Graham told me, “Dr. Bon- 
nell did not come to Scotland at 
my invitation. I told him so.” And 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic As- 
sociation at Minneapolis immedi- 
ately issued a statement that the 
press reports were mistaken, that 
Dr. Bonnell did not go to Scot- 
land with Billy Graham, and that 
he was not invited by Billy Gra- 
ham, 


Dr. Graham, on this matter, told 
me frankly that he felt that he 
must not have any man speaking 
for him as an official of the com- 
paign or taking part on the public 
program of the campaign who is 
not true on the great fundamen- 
tals of the Christian faith. But 
he feels it is not wrong to preach 
to modernists and to their people, 
when he can do so without com- 
promise, making his own position 
definitely clear, and standing up 
for Christ and the Bible. Dr. Gra- 
ham does not feel that he is called 
or fitted for controversy on many 
matters of theology, but does feel 
definitely called to preach a clear- 
cut Gospel, sharp and clear on 
the great fundamentals of the 
faith. 

The Church of Scotland invited 
Dr. Graham to come to Scotland. 
Or at least an organization within 
the National Church of Scotland 
invited Dr. Graham. He insisted 
that others be brought into the 
campaign; and Baptists, Plymouth 


very prominent and helpful part 
in the great campaign. There is 
some liberalism, certainly, in the 
Church of Scotland. But the cam- 
paign was on a clear-cut, Bible- 
believing basis, and everybody 
knew it and, as far as I know, no 
modernist had any place of of- 
ficial leadership or honor in the 
All-Scotland Crusade. 


Dr. Graham told me how Dr. 
W. B. Riley had said to him, 
“T would preach in the Vatican 
at Rome if I were free to preach 
the truth.” And I reminded him of 
how Dr. H. A. Ironside had 
preached in a Catholic church, as 
told interestingly in one of his 
books. But I am careful to note 
that one must be responsible for 
the implications. One must make 
his stand so clear that if he 
preaches for the American Bap- 
tist Convention, he must make 
quite clear that his doctrine is 
not that of the modernistic lead- 
ers, 

Briefly, I think I might say that 
Dr. Graham has been sponsored by 
some groups. which included 
modernists in the group, but he 
was not sponsored by modernists, 


Brethren, and some others had a| 
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Teaching of Dr. Nels Ferre 


writers, it nevertheless stands for | 
an important truth in the realm | 
of last things” (p. 230). 

“When a person dies, though 
completely forgiven, he may still 
have untold consequences for 
which he must help to pay. The 
righteousness of God is vindicated, | 
the sinner being enabled and | 
thankful to participate in the! 
work of reconstruction. Purgatory | 
stands for this truth of recon-| 
struction of consequences after. 
death in whatever proper medium | 


for the bad; purgatory for the re- 
pentant; hell leads away from 
heaven; purgatory is a necessary 
corridor to heaven. Purgatory may 
last through many lives and ex- 
istences after this one, for God has 
much time to make a rich pro- 
duct, to foster wonderful children” 
(H.: Zan). 

“Perhaps purgatory will be in 
hell” (p. 232). 


By the wildest stretch of the 
imagination this teaching cannot 
be described as Christian nor can 
either the teacher or his sponsors 
be said to be doing the work of 
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gram represents a religious fifth, 


‘| the low estimate of the person of 


God as we have it described in: 
the Bible. This doctrine and pro- 


column of the first order as such | 
men have the presumption to hold 
an unbiblical position and _ still. 
pose as Christian teachers. No’ 
one can, deny to Dr. Ferre and his | 
associates. the right to believe and” 
teach whatever they desire but 
| Surely it is not too much to ask. 
‘that they be honorable and cease 
posing as Christians and cease 
|using pulpits and seminaries that | 


God may have prepared. Hell is|were built with Christian money. | 


If they are persuaded that their | 
views are right, then let Paani) 
seek to propagate them under 
their own banner rather than un- 
der the protection of the churches 
of God. 


As you read these statements 
of Dr. Ferre, you will notice that 
his position is nearly that of the 
Jehovah Witnesses with regard to 


Christ, the teaching of a second 
chance after death and the denial 
of eternal punishment. We can 
respect the Jehovah Witnesses 
more than we can Dr. Ferre for 
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'they have broken with the 
‘churches and do not seek to hide 


their colors by remaining within 
‘an institution with whose historic 


views they are opposed. 


that the preaching would be. fun- 
damental and scriptural. 

Once before, -Dr. Graham. told 
me that in Atlanta certain plans 
were made before he _ arrived 
which embarrassed him and that 
he had decided to see that that 
did not happen again. I think he 
meant that some modernists were 
put on committees in places of 
leadership in the campaign by 
local men who organized the cam- 
paign before he arrived. 


As I understand Billy, he has 
definitely pledged that he will not 
have any man in leadership in his 
campaigns to represent him offici- 
ally who is not true to the inspira- 
tion of the Bible, the deity of 
Christ, His blood atonement and 
such fundamental truths. He does 
want preachers invited to bring 
their congregations, just as he 
wants other groups who need the 
Gospel to attend. 


4, Does Billy Graham Use and 
Endorse the Revised 


Standard Version 
of the Biblé? 


Billy Graham has the Scripture 
read from the King James Version 
of the Bible. Every quotation of 
Scripture which I heard him use 
in the week’s preaching was from 
the King James Version of the 
Bible. He had Oxford University 
Press get out for him a special 
edition of the Scofield Reference 
Bible, with the King James text, 
and gave me a copy, which I 
treasure. In that special edition 
of the Scofield Reference Bible 
with the King James text, one 
page has a word from Billy Gra- 
ham which says: 


“For fifty years the Scofield 
Reference Bible has been the 
favorite of thousands. It prob- 
ably has the most complete 
notes and helps found in any 
Bible. Though some of us do not 
agree with all the details in the 
notes, they are, by and large, 
accepted by Evangelical Chris- 
tendom today. This Bible will 
be invaluable to Young Chris- 


tians, a constant source of in-|. 


formation for Sunday School 
teachers, Christian workers, and 
ministers. Placed in the hands 
of the unconverted, it can be 
used to open the eyes of many 
of the spiritually blind. With 
few reservations we commend 
its reading and study. (Signed) 

Billy Graham. 


“This special edition available 
from the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association of 1620 Har- 
mon Place, Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota.” 


One of Billy-Graham’s associ- 
ates, in all the ballyhoo of adver- 
tising which announced the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the 
Bible, prepared a statement which 
Billy Graham signed. It quoted the 
published propaganda of the ad- 
vertising firm which said that 
the Revised Standard Version was 


The question is not definite 


\ 


and in every case it was known 


“ 


many people to read. I think that 
statement was a mistake, but it 
is very understandable. When the 
New Testament of the Revised 
Standard Version came out in 
1946, after very favorable reviews 
in two reputable and greatly trus- 
ted Christian magazines, I allowed 
the Sword Book Store in Wheaton | 
to sell the New Testament. It, of | 
course, did not have the famous | 
mistranslation of Isaiah 7:14. And | 
it did not have the vicious note | 


good preachers were asked to en- 
dorse the new Bible, and they did 
so without studying it. And that 
was a mistake. Billy Graham in 
study may check a _ translation 


Standard Version; I do not know. 
Without authority to speak for 
him in the matter, I can say that 
I know he uses regularly a King 
James Version of the Bible and 
loves it and quotes it. He does 
not feel] either called to controver- 
sy about the RSV or prepared for 
such a controversy. It is certain 
that he did not plan .to aid 
modernism in his statement but 
was simply favorable to any trans- 


people. 


5. Does Dr. Billy Graham 
Sometimes Consort 
With Modernists? 


wisely had fellowship with mod- 


trines of the Bible. 


ernists and who have done him | 
great harm. And I think associa- 


cause of Christ harm. 


‘ IJ am anxious to make it clear 
that I do not believe that Billy 
Graham has intentionally com- 
promised on any matter, and I 
am not sure that there has been 
any compromise even uninten- 
tionally. I am not an enemy of 
Billy Graham and I am not a 
critic. I am an out-and-out friend 
and defender of Billy Graham. And 
I feel that in general, the idea 
that Christians must love sinners, 
must seek sinners, and must not 
hold themselves aloof from sinners 
is right. Dr. Graham is a friendly 
man, a transparently sincere man. 
He is eager, of course, to reach 


as possible. I think that when he 
reported that he, Dr. Charles 
Templeton, Dr. Bonnell, and Dr. 
Jesse Bader, had a day’s prayer 
meeting in the hotel room in New 
York, he wrongly left the impres- 


more accurate, it was in popular 


(Continued on page 10) 


now and then by the Revised | 


speech, and would be eaiser for | 


on Matthew 1:23 concerning the | 
virgin birth, as the New Testa- | 
ment had when published in the | 
whole Bible. A great many honest, | 


: 


lation which would be calculated | 
to make the Bible more easily | 
read and understood by modern 


That depends on what the word , 
consort means. I think he has un-. 


ernists on some occasions. I do) 
not mean that he supported the |} 
modernistic program, or that he) 
supported modernism, nor that he | 
ever let his own position be mis-| 
understood about the great doc- | 
But I think |. 
he has some friends who are mod- | 


tion with them has done the | 


as many people with the Gospel | 
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Questions... About Billy Graham 


(Continued from page 9) 


sion that these men are trust- 
worthy Christians. I do not set 
out to judge these men, but I 
do not think that they are repu- 


I think that Dr. Charles Temple- 
ton has been a traitor to the Chris- 
tian Gospel. Scores of well-inform- 
ed Christians who hear him have 
told me that he who once preach- 
ed Christ and the blood, now 
preaches a false gospel. I know 
that Dr. Bonnell is not clear on 
the great doctrines of the Bible, 
according to his own published 
statements. And he deliberately 


associates with modernists and 
helps modernists. The same is true | 


about Dr. Jesse Bader, in my 
humble opinion, I do not say that 
these men are unconverted. I do 
not say that they mean to be dis- 
honest. I do not judge that. I 
simply say that they ought not 
to be presented to the public as 
Bible-believing, Bib] e-preaching 
men of God; and I think Billy 
Graham’s influence on the matter 
has been hurtful to some people, 
and has certainly put him in an 
embarrassing position. 

I think that Dr. Graham’s per- 
sonal friendship with some who 
are not sound in the faith has 
caused him to make bad state- 
ments in some cases. I think it 


is very unfortunate that Dr. Gra- 
ham has sometimes said very 
critical things about fundamental- 
ists. It is true that some ortho- 
dox and fundamental people are 
cantankerous and that, in defence 
of the faith, they are overzealous, 
and sometimes are unwise, unkind, 
and perhaps not accurate. But that 
is not true about all of us who 
stand up for Christ and the Bible, 
and the implications of such state- 
ments are bad, in my judgment. 


Dr. J. H. Hunter, who, like Dr. 
Billy Graham, is a member of the 
Co-operating Board of the Sword 
of the Lord, reports in The Evan- 
gelical Christian that Billy Gra- 
ham said in preliminary services 
‘in Scotland, “I am neither a fund- 
amentalist nor a modernist, but 
a constructionist.” Dr. Hunter may 
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have misunderstood him, though 
I do not think so. If so, Dr. Gra- 
ham is under obligation to correct 
the mistake. | 


I personally am a fundamental- 
ist. That is, I am openly for the 
great fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith. Dr. Graham ‘is a funda- 
mentalist, too, and I think he 
ought to have said so. Very likely, 
I think, Dr. Graham meant that 
he did not come to start an argu- 
ment, and that he was in Scot- 
land as a soul winner, not a con- 
troversialist. Still, I think he 
ought not to have let the oppor- 
tunity go by, in speaking to news- 
men, of letting people know that 
he stood out-and-out for Christ 
and the Bible and the historic 
Christian faith. No man who be- 
lieves the Bible ought to say, “I 
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tural illustrations. A very impor- 
tant discussion which should be 
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am neither a fundamentalist nor 
a modernist.” He ought to pe 
to say definitely, anywhere, IM my 
judgment, “I am a fundamentalist. 
I am not a modernist.” 


Billy Graham’s statement may ° 


have been colored by the fact that 


he is a Southern Baptist, and that . 


among Southern Baptists, Dr. J. 
Frank Norris brought the term 
“fundamentalist” into great dis- 
repute. He may have been influ- 
enced somewhat by the -fact that 
The Christian Beacon and Dr. Carl 
McIntire and the others of the 
American Council of Churches who 
are strong fundamentalists, have 
radically attacked Dr. Graham, 
and not always wisely and, I think, 
not always accurately.. However, 
though the Devil himself believes 
the Bible, I feel that ought not to 
keep me from saying that I be- 
lieve it, and that I am against 
modernist. And Dr. McIntire and 
his associates are not the Devil, of 
course, 


I think such statements will 
tend. to discourage good Christians 
from supporting and praying for 
Dr. Graham, and I hope that God 


will give him great wisdom in. 


such matters. 


It is not surprising if Dr. Gra- 
ham has made some mistakes. 
Alas, he is only human like the 
rest of us, but a noble, good, sin- 
cere man, anointed of God for a 
tremendous ministry. And all of 
us should hold him up in prayer 
and love, even though, as I do, 
we must sometimes feel that he 
has made mistakes in minor mat- 
ters. And as long as he takes a 
clear stand on the Bible itself, on 


Christ’s. deity, virgin birth, blood — 


atonement,’ etc., of course it is a 
minor matter whether he calis 
himself a fundamentalist or not, 
though I think he should do so and 
I think it is misleading to avoid 
the term. 


6. Do the Billy Graham Cru- 
sades Strenethen Modernistic 
Churches and the Cause 
of Medernism? 

Thank God, I can say emphatic- 
ally “No!” In Scotland, it is my 
very clear impression, gathered 
from many sources and many con- 
tacts and events, which leads me 


to say that modernism was set- 
back greatly in Scotland by the. 


All-Scotland Crusade. I met. one 
distinguished minister, had fellow- 
ship with him on more than one 
occasion, who, I understand, came 
back to the Bible-believing posi- 


tion through the Billy Graham” 


Campaign. I heard him say pub- 


licly that he had not been so: 
blessed in twenty years. He called” 


a friend and made apology and 


said, “You were right and I was: 


wrong,” because this friend, active 
with him in denominational circles, 
had been a fundamentalist and his 
minister had been a modernist. I 
know that some who did not be- 
lieve the Bible now believe it. I 
know that many who did not 
preach it boldly now preach it 
boldly. I know that the influence of 
the Ail-Scotland Crusade was. for 


the inspiration of the Bible, the. 


deity of Christ, the need for the 
new birth, and the historic Chris- 
tian position. 

In this connection, people want 
to know: Do the Billy Graham 
meetings send members to mod- 
ernist churches? 

I heard Billy Graham several 
times address the new converts in 
the counselling room, after the 
great revival service. I heard him 
tell them, “Now you should go to 
a church that preaches and pro- 


motes the Bible, a soul-winning 


church.” Neither Billy Graham nor 
his associates ever left the impres- 
sion, in my hearing, that it did not 
matter whether they went to a 
modernistic church or a Bible-be- 


lieving church. I do not believe 


that they made any such intima- 
tion. I would say that the influ- 
ence of the Billy Graham Cam- 
paign is always for the funda- 
mentals of the faith and the im- 
plication is that Christian people 
ought to support sound churches 
and preachers, and that new con- 
verts ought to go into sound 
churches. 5 

It is true that many of the 
converts go back into the church 
which they had attended before 
the revival campaign. Who could 
expect it to be-.otherwise? But 
if they go back saved when they 
were lost, is modernism streng- 
thened thereby? I think not! And 
we would like for every Christian 


(Continued on page 11) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page. Eleven 


The Danger of Delay 


(Continued from page 1) 


neglect is the surest road to fail- 
ure! The Chinese have a wise 
proverb, “The Road of By-and-By 
leads to the House of Never.” 
Texans mean the same thing when 
they say, ‘““The road to Hell is pav- 
ed with good intentions.” 


I. Neglected Opportunities 
Lead to Failure 


T will never forget taking Span- 
ish the first year I was in high 
school. In Texas, high school stu- 
dents have their choice of Spanish 
or Latin (Brother, that ain’t no 
choice!), and I chose Spanish. The 
first year I passed it just by the 
“skin of my teeth.” During the 
summer vacation, I thought a 
great deal about my schoolwork. 
After all, if Coolie Brown and 
Buzzard Renshaw and Cody Sandi- 
fer and R. T. Rigger and the other 
fellows could make good grades, 
so could I. And I not only couid, 
I would! Yes, sir, when school 
began, I was going to sail into 
my studies and lead my classes! 
Spanish was easy for me, and all 
it would take would be some 
study, and I was going to have 
those lessons right on the linc! 
And so I planned all during the 
summer vacation. And I was hon- 
est about it. I really intended 
getting to work and leading my 
classes as I had in the grade 
school. And when school did be- 
gin again, I went the first day, 
fully determined to carry out my 
resolution. 


But the first day we were just 
assigned to classes. The second 
day we received our books and had 
our lessons assigned, and our 
Spanish teacher told. us we must 
turn in a theme written in Spanish 
at the close of the term, four and 
a half months away. But after all, 
the weather is still warm, the 
water is just right for swimming, 
and a fellow really ought to take 
advantage of the weather and go 
swimming before it is too chilly. 
And school is just beginning, so 
there is nothing to get excited 
about! So we went swimming for 
several weeks during this nice, 
warm weather. Of course, I got 
behind in my Spanish, but I com- 
forted myself .by saying that I 
would get busy right away on my 
term theme, and I had nothing 
to worry about. 


But when the water. was too 
chilly for swimming, the fishing 
was great! More than that, all 
the fellows were training for var- 
ious athletic events; football and 
track. There was simply so much 
to-do, I didn’t have time to catch 
up on my Spanish but comforted 
myself by saying that these activi- 
ties would end Thanksgiving, then 
I would surely write my term 
theme, and everything would 
come out all right. 


But after Thanksgiving, you 
know what? It’s almost Christ- 
mas! And a fellow simply must 
earn some money for Christmas 
presents. Furthermore, I know 
just how. to do it, for Montgomery 
Ward will pay fifty cents’ each for 
all the ‘possum hides you can get 
and even.more for skunks and 
coons, and I happen to have the 
finest hunting dog in Wise County! 


SO we spent the nights with old 
Ring down on the creek making 
the possums, skunks and coons 
scarce. Of course, I could have 
worked on the Spanish during 
Christmas vacation, but a fellow 
really ought to think of his health 
and relax from schoolwork over 
the holidays! 


The upshot of the whole matter 
was that I had three years of 
Spanish, although it was just a 
two-year course! It was not that 
I did not have the ability, for 
actually Spanish is very easy for 
me. And it was not that I did 
not have the time, for I had all 
the time in the world. Nor did I 
fail because of bad intentions, for 
I wanted to be with my friends 
and intended to pass the course. 
I failed for only one reason—I 
neglected the opportunities I had; 
I put off the necessary preparation 
until it was too late. 


Good neighbors, most of us 
dream of preparing ourselves for 
great achievements. We think of 
the person we would like to be- 
come; of the things we would like 
to do. And yet, very few of us 
ever realize our desires and our 
ambitions, Why do we fail? It is 


simply because we do not take 
advantage of the opportunities we 
have of preparing ourselves to do 
great things. Preachers intend to 
memorize Scripture, to become 
mighty in prayer, to become pow- 
erful personal workers—“some- 
time.” Lawyers plan to diligently 
Study lawbooks and prepare them- 
selves for great accomplishments 
—"“sometime.”. We are always go- 
ing to begin in the future—-“some- 
time.” Yet the sad truth is that 
those who are always going to do 
something someday never seem tc 
get around to it. As you read this, 
remember that only yesterday, 
this day was called “tomorrow.” 
Are you any nearer the goal you 
have set for yourself today than 


you were yesterday? Are you’ 


closer to salvation and Heaven to- 
day than yesterday? 

Unsaved friend, why are you 
unsaved? It isn’t because you can- 
not be saved, for the Bible makes 
it clear that God is “not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance’’ 
(If Pet. 3:9). God does not want 
you to be lost. He has prepared 
a way of salvation for you. So 
why are you unsaved? It isn’t be- 
cause you intend to go to Hell, for 
I am sure you do not. Beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, you plan to be 
saved “sometime.” And that is 
exactly the reason why you will 
likely go to Hell! 


The best way in this world to 
make sure of going to Hell is to 
put off your salvation until tomor- 
row or next Sunday or the next 
revival campaign! To be sure of 
ever being saved, you must turn 
to Christ today. 


II. Neglect of Convictions 
Leads to Ruin 


If, as you read this, there is a 
tug at your heart; if you agree 
with what you are reading and 
there is a desire in your heart for 
the forgiveness of sins, thank God 
for it and be saved without delay. 
Turn to Christ right now while 
God’s Spirit is speaking to your 
heart. It is a serious mistake to 
feel that there is yet plenty of 
time and that you may “feel more 
like it” some other time. The fact 
is, the longer you are unsaved, 
the harder your heart will become 
and the easier it will be to reject 
the Lord Jesus. 

While in a revival campaign in 
Valparaiso, Indiana, I stayed in 
the home of some godly people. I 
believe I never have known finer 
people. They gave me the finest 
bedroom in the house, and if I had 
let them, they would have waited 
on me hand and foot. My heart 
was stirred as I realized how 
deeply. they loved the Lord Jesus 
and me for Jesus’ sake. Yet, in 
spite of their kindness, I wondered 
if I had not made a mistake to 
stay in their home. The reason was 
that the railroad curved around 
their home on the outskirts of 
town, and trains passed frequently 
all through the night. And every 
time a train choo-chooed by the 
house, the windows would rattle 
to beat sixty, and the entire house 
would shake! I marvel that any- 
one could sleep with such goings 
on! But I noticed the following 
morning that the members of the 
family seemed refreshed and 
bright and ready for the duties. of 
the day. I alone was tired and 
haggard. The following night I 
slept some better, but the trains 
still disturbed me. But by the 
third night, I had become so ac- 
customed to those trains that I 
couldn’t tell you to save my life 
if one or one hundred passed. dur- 
ing the night! I am sure the trains 
still whistled, the house _ still 
shook, the windows still rattled, 
but I had become so accustomed 
to it I slept like a babe. 


Many a man has felt stirred to 
the depths upon an invitation to 
accept Jesus Christ. His reason 
tells him that he should, and his 
heart tells him that he simply 
must. But he hesitates and finally 
postponés the decision, little realiz- 
ing that every time he hardens his 
heart against the gospel invitation, 
he is stepping nearer Hell. ‘There 
are thousands of people who smile 
today during a gospel invitation 
who at one time wept as friends 
earnestly pleaded with them to 
accept Christ. Do not feel there 


(Continued on page 12) 
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to be in a sound church, but isn’t 
it better for them to be saved and 
on God’s side and going to Heaven, 
instead of being lost and going to 
Hell in the same modernistic 
church without a Billy Graham 
campaign? 

Some of the enemies of Billy 
Graham would be well satisfied if 
the Billy Graham campaigns were 
stopped and if no souls were sav- 
ed, And they think they take this 
position because they are enemies 
of modernism. Actually, the im- 
pact of the Billy Graham cam- 
paigns is a tremendous blow 
against modernism. Anytime you 
can get multiplied thousands of 
people hearing again and believ- 
ing again that the Bible is the 
authoritative Word of God, that 
all are sinners, that only the 
blood of Christ can prepare one for 
Heaven, modernism receives a 
mortal blow. No, I say very boldly 
that the Billy Graham crusades do 
not strengthen the modernistic 
churches and the cause of mod- 
ernism, but they do the exact op- 
posite. 


7. Does Billy Graham’s Future 
Promise to Count Out-and- 
Out for the True-to-the- 
Bible Position? 


Who can forsee the future? And 
who can properly weigh the vary- 
ing tides and currents of influ- 
ence? I speak humbly. I do not 
pretend to know all the answers. 
But I feel that two things ought 
to be said on this point. 

First, I have prayed for long 
hours and have propagandized in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and have 
set an evangelistic pattern, have 
insisted on evangelistic preaching 
and so no one has a better right, 
I think, than I, to rejoice in the 
great Billy Graham campaigns. 
Kneeling in a YMCA room in 
South Chicago fifteen years ago, 
I prayed till 2 a.m. and begged 
God to bring back great city-wide 


Questions... About Billy Graham 


Chicago, and was one of the most 
influential men in leading Ameri- 
can colleges and universities away 


from the historic Christian posi- 
tion. 


campaigns, mass evangelism. I I think that D. L. Moody, in 


promised God I would leave no} 4, 
stone unturned, that I would suf-| ‘© cases of Henry Drummond 


fer any persecution, any privation, | and of William Rainey Harper, 


any toil He would allow me tc | and in his association with some 


suffer, to help bring back mass| other men who were on the bord- 


, .., \er line of liberalism and higher 
evangelism. I speak, then, with! —..,... : 
abounding joy of the tremendous | UC!S™ and new theology, did 
campaigns ‘in’ which multiplied | 27°3* harm. It did not immediately 
thousands of people have found [ates a But when D. L. Moody 
Christ. Thank God for the upsurge | led, his Northfield schools soon 


of interest in evanweliam. Thank | tcl into the hands of modernists. 


God that He has raised up many |“./5 809 invited them to the pro- 


blessed evangelists, including Billy | 27@™ tll lines were broken down. 


Graham, So I think we may say} L. Moody’s own descendents 


that, on the whole, the Billy Gra- | turned toward modernism. At the 


ham crusades will call out thou. | Northfield conferences and the 
sands of preachers to preach the 


Northfield schools, now the most 
Gospel. I think these crusades will | 


'out-and-out modernists are re- 

hier : . |eeived and the devout fundamen- 
send missionaries to the foreign 
field. I think they will turn multi- | 


'talist is shut out. The book, 
tudes of young people to believe 


| Heavenly Destiny, the life story of 


the Bible and to be influenced by | Mrs. D. L. Moody by her grand- 


, a ae ' | daughter, has the viewpoint of a 
pric Christianity. I think that, ‘liberal. One could never know 


ature promises to have a tre_(from. that book that Mrs, D. L. 
mendous impact for the true-to- trie swear hela aprile pe! 
the-Bible position. And for that | ° at t ce ew CSSENUAIS ° 
ois view God the Christian faith. The book is 

phere rans a cy FR Cornish but I am eg saying 

ora: arning ai) that D. L. Moody’s own descend- 
of us are needed on this point. | ents turned to modernism and the 
seen. iP ye greatest oaks aN | Northfield schools and conference, 
ave Made serious MUstakes, WV. 1. | which he regarded as perhaps the 
Moody, possibly the greatest soul | jargest of eA works snd the per- 
winner who ever lived, like Billy manent monument to his ministry, 
Gr a “ie “tongs san went very soon over into the hands 
preacner, UV. Ls. MOOGY, 100, Wenl! of modernists. The sons who, I 
to Scotland and to London for | believe, were saved, good men, 


great campaigns. There he met | had been taught to have fellowship 
and loved Henry Drummond.| with modernists and so they 
Henry Drummond was an evolu- | in and the 


brought modernists 
tionist. He was on the border line} wore was soon ruined. 


of modernism. He got people sav-| Thank God that R. A. Torrey 
ed, but he explained away part of | .nq James M. Gray kept Moody 
the Bible and took a position that | pible Institute straight. 

was at least very friendly toward| any of the world’s greatest 
modernism. But D. L. Moody loved 


soul winners have been sidetrack- 
him, and used him to reach young | oq into a lesser work. Everyone 
men. 


of us has to consider exactly the 
same problems that face Billy 
Graham. And may God give us and 


In the Northfield Conferences, 
Moody had another brilliant young | 
educator come to speak, William | give him supernatural wisdom and 


Rainey Harper. He was later| the grace to make the wise and 
president of the University of!good choice. 
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be New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 
a trained personal workers 


also in the service. 
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DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT magazine gives pro- 
fessional Christian. guidance on sex- 
training and other areas of family liv- 
ing. Daily Bible-based devotions for 
families with children. Monthly. $3 
year. Sample free, 
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ting Treasure Hunt! More than ¢ 0 6 
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Youth for Christ President 
Finishes Third Book 

The third book from the pen of 
Dr. Robert A. Cook of Wheaton, 
president of Youth for Christ In- 
ternational, is just off the press. 
It is titled, Its Tough to Be a 
Teenager. 

It has been published by a new 
firm, Miracles Unlimited, of 
Wheaton, and is being distributed 
by Zondervan Brothers of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Price is $1.00. 

Chapter titles indicate the ap- 
peal it has to youth of today. 
They include: “Can a Christian 
Kid Be Popular?” “Career and/ 
or Christ,” ‘“‘How to Manage Your 
Parents,” “School Daze,” “Love,” 
“Brushing the Teeth of Your 
Mind,” and “Finally, Brethren,” 

Dr. Cook’s two previous books 
were “Reaching Youth for Christ,” 
co-authored with Torrey M. John- 
son, and “Now That I Believe,” 
written for Moody Press as a help 
for new converts. The latter is 
the official follow-up book used 
by Youth for Christ and has been 
translated into Portuguese and 
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Only delivered prices quoted so please 
state needs when writing. 
| TERRACE MILLWORKS 
Terrace Minn. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 

Over 40 different bindings are now avail- 
able. including the loose-leaf and the new 
pocket size. Write card for latest prices 
and descriptions. Thumb index and Gold 
Stamping optional. We have a large stock 
and each order receives individual 
attention. 


FOWLERS' CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE 
118 Main St. Hamburg, New York 


are not content unless they de- « 
stroy the textbooks, chop up 
the furniture and apply a match 
to the building. 


Japanese. One more subtle group of 
malcontents in this metropolis 
Get the Rod Back Into Our succeeded in putting a school out 


Schools 


Inez Robb, New York columnist, 
gives us these startling facts and 


of commission by entering it 
one weekend last spring and 
turning on all the water faucets. 

The reign of classroom terror 


: wise comments: 


Today’s teen-age delinquents cae (Continued on page 12) 
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will ever be an easier time for 
you to be saved. Every time you 
Pave-rejected Christ, it has meant 
thie loss of another opportunity. 
ke: has meant. your heart has be- 
eome that much harder and your 
ehance of ever being saved defin- 
#tely-lessened. And do not believe 
you will ever know a better time 


it 


opportunity. Do not neglect 


@+-another..day. you are against 
Christ and on the road to Hell. 


ana, 


Tabernacle in Indianapolis, Indi- 
Mr. Cadle enthusiastically 
told me of the great plans he had 
for the future; plans that were 
never carried out, for a short time 
later he died. 

I have a small movie camera 
and have often made moving pic- 


‘tures of various revival congre- 
to be saved than right now. You! gations, It is amazing how many 
should have been saved long ago/ Of these people whose pictures I 
Wat-have negleeted this precious | 


Ce 
even one more day. Do not decide} ner one day with Johnny Cox, the 


¢o-even wait until next Sunday, | local undertaker. He was a deacon 
fon every: day you remain unsaved ; in the First Baptist Church and a 


have are now dead. 
In Gas City, Indiana, I had din- 


fine, godly young man. After din- 
ner, he insisted on “showing me 


‘Etrissboth dangerous and wicked; the place.” Now, I’m not scary 


¢to-neglect salvation. For your;and I'm _ not superstitious, 


¢ake-and for the sake of your lov- 
ed ones and for Jesus’ sake, be 
eaved. right now. 


Ill. Neglected Invitations 
Lead to Hell 


“It is appointed unto men once | 
Earthly life | 


to die’ (Heb. 9:27). 
fac" amend. You ‘will not live in 
‘the flesh forever. Therefore, if 
‘you. ave ever going to be saved, 
you must be saved while you live. 
+ And the longer you reject Christ, 


© Wh ad *. 4 oO y } i = : | ; } | the 
¢he shorter time you have in whic 1 agi 
' stairs to see his line 


“to accept Him. If you deliberately 


‘waieet-Christ and. put. off. being | 
| showroom, and there were large 


‘gaved for ten years and then die, 
there is no more time left. 
%F-.yGuU- deliberately reject. Christ 
‘¢ec-a hundred: years and die, there 
tis--no. time left. Therefore, 
igwistbe. saved while you live. And 
ginnce..vou do not Know how long 
you- will live, if you would make 
eure of salvation, the only right 
or: sensible thing to do is to be 
right now. That is why the 
Bible-always. urges that you be 


eaved “today” and never ‘“some- 
‘time.” For example, Proverbs 27:1 
eays, “Boast not thyself of to 


fuovrow; for -thou knowest not 
What a day may bring forth.” Do 
hat>put-off salvation until tomor- 
few.-and-expect to be saved then, 
foc you may not even be alive to- 

MwoOELOWs Notice the same teaching 


_tiedarmes 4:13,.14 which says, “Go 


to- now,-yve that say, To day or 
to morrow we will go into such 
e-city, and continue there q year, 
end -buy and: sell, and get gain: 
Whereas ye know not what shall 
fon the morrow. For what is 
your hfe? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, 
ehd then vanisheth away.” 

I fully realize that there are 
-Pany-who may -believe I am 
euiiply. trying to frighten them 


. erte--being-saved: But this is such 


@s:-important matter; it is 
beuns-xthat~.-any. sensible — person 
should be afraid to risk the eternal 
damnation of his soul by putting 
eff salvation. 

In a revival campaign in Fargo, 


so ser- 


; 


— 


Or | ones, 


but 
neither am I too all-fired curious 
about the business of undertak- 
ing. But he insisted, and so I went 
with him to look over the estab- 
lishment. We went to the embalm- 


ting room, and he showed me how 


the incisions were made, how the 
fluid was injected, how the blood 
drained, and so forth. It was a 
“long distance’ demonstration 
though, for I stood with one. foot 
in the door! Next, he explained 
something of the art of beautifying 
corpse, and then we went up- 
of caskets. 


The caskets were in a large 


small ones,’ metal ones, 


| wooden ones, and of all colors and 
| prices. He pointed out the good 


you | points of the caskets with all the 


' 
' 


Bioerth:-Dakota,~ I- »was «standing 


®y~ the door one night shaking 
easrds avith the:people as they left. 
Preset; an old grey-haired man 
came by, shook hands with me, 
€id-started out. Acting on an im- 
$ralacsWwhich: I.-believe -was.of the 
@eve:r I= quickly. turned, touched 
Gm onthe shoulder, and said in 
Srsrear, “Do you love the Lord?” 
freesookedat’me, grinned, and 
$sartiv’ said: “T’m not a Christian 
yot,.if that’s what you mean.” 

I immediately invited him to ac- 
ecpt the Saviour, and he again 
émiled and laughingly said, “I’m 
Meat quite ready: yet, but don’t 
you worry about me, boy, I’m go- 
eee-to “be. saved before it’s too 
fener” With that; he went on out 
geto--the- street. -But he died un- 
saved before breakfast the next 
@rorning. 

In a revival campaign in Wat- 
#e-d-City, North Dakota, I walked 
@o- the auditorium one night with 
BiereeWes Wiliams. We passed the 
@ieater where _there was a line 
of men and women waiting to buy 
tickets. Mr. Williams left my side, 
walked up to a businessman who 
was standing in the line and quiet- 
¥y said to him, “Why don’t you 


come on down to the revival ser- 


vices With me? I am afraid you 
will go to Hell if you don’t get 
saved right away.” 

The man laughed and turned 
fom his friend with a, “Don’t 
worry about me, Wes, I'll be all 
eight.” But he died unsaved a 
few days after the close of the 
eammpaign. 

I spoke one night in the Cadle 


enthusiasm I would show off a 
good cow horse. And he probably 
felt he had never spoken to so un- 
appreciative an audience. There 
was one casket in particular he 
was proud of. It was a casket 
made of beautiful highly-polished 
wood and was airtight. He showed 
me how to make it airtight by 
turning a small crank that went 
into a socket on the side of the 
casket. This was, he assured me, 
the last word in nice caskets. 
Then, he opened it up and showed 
me the fine lining on the inside 
of the box. Next, he pointed out the 
comfortable mattress and pressing 
the springs, he_ enthusiastically 
exclaimed, “Just feel those cush- 
ions! Why a person could rest as 
comfortably here as on the finest 
Beautyrest mattress! Just feel how 
nice and soft this is.”’ 


As I timidly poked one hand 
over the side to punch the mat- 
tress with my forefinger, he urg- 
ed, “Just feel of it! Say, just:-get 
in and lie down a minute, and you 
can really see what it is like!” 


Brother, that was the last 
straw! I had seen everything and 
was ready to go when he stopped 
me by saying, “Let me give you a 
good illustration, one ‘you can use 
in preaching as. long as you live. 
It is this: this casket is made not 
for a dead man but for a living 
man, Dead men are already buried 
and have no need of this casket, 
but this casket is for some man 
who is alive right now but will 
die pretty soon and be buried in 
this casket.” | 


For the first time in my whole 
life, I realized this was true. Cas- 
kets are made for those who are 
now alive but will soon: be dead 
and in need of a casket. Then Mr. 
Cox went on, “Furthermore, the 
person who will use this casket 
may have heard you preach in 
this very revival campaign. And it 
may be that he has no idea in 
the world that he is so soon to be 
buried in this very casket.” 


I left a few minutes later, sob- 
ered by the thought. Caskets were’ 
made for living men, and that 
casket actually might be used by 
some man who had heard me 
preaeh in that very revival cam- 
paign, And indeed, this was the 
case. A few days later Johnny 
Cox, himself, was buried in that 
casket! 


Dear friend, your life is just a 
vapor. It passes. You will not live 
in the flesh very long: Even 
though you might have a hundred 
years longer to live, you would 
be very foolish to neglect your 
salvation another ‘ten minutes. 
But the truth is, you may not have 
another twenty-four hours to live. 
You do not know. I may be dead 
before you read this message. 
You may be on the verge of death 
even as you read this. That is why 
I earnestly invite you to turn to 
Jesus Christ and be saved right 


now. I fully realize that you have 
heard this same argument time 
and time again, and it may be that 
you are saying to yourself; ‘This 
is old stuff. Preachers are always 
warning me to be saved while I 
still have an opportunity. And yet 
I am still alive and will have 
plenty of opportunities in the 
future to be saved. There is noth- 
ing to get excited about. I am in 
no danger. I can afford to take 
my time.” I think I can show you 
by a simple illustration the fallacy 
of your belief. 


When I was a small boy, my 
father, my mother, my brother 
Joe and myself went one summer 
on a vacation. It was a camping 
trip, and so we had a tent, chuck 
box, fishing tackle, guns, a dog, 
cots, and so forth. After fishing 
for a week or two, we drove into 
San Antonio, Texas, and made 
camp in Breckenridge Park where 
we stayed another week or so. The 
San Antonio River one time ran 
through the small valley that is 
now Breckenridge Park, but the 
State damned up the river, and 
now, only a small stream flowed 
down the valley. There were liter- 
ally hundreds of campers who-had 
pitched their tents in this small 
valley. A rainy spell struck us. 
It rained hard almost every day. 
The small stream that flowed down 
the valley was somwhat swollen, 
and we heard that many rivers 
were overflowing their banks. 
Then, late one afternoon, a soldier 
on a big bay horse came riding 
down the valley. He had a large 
megaphone in his hand, and as he 
thundered by, he called out, ‘Get 
out of the valley! Move to higher 
ground! It is going to rain again 
—the dam may break—you will 
drown—get out of the valley!” 


Our father turned to Joe and me 
and quietly said, “Pack up- the 
things, boys, we had better be 
getting out of here.” 


Joe and I immediately began 
folding up the cots and taking 
down the tent when-a neighbor 
camper strolled over to my father 
and said, “Senator Rice, you don’t 
actually take that fellow seriously, 
do you? Why, every time it rains, 
that fool soldier rides by here and 
tells us we better get out of the 
valley since the dam may break. 
It is the same old story. It has 
been going on for months, and the 
dam hasn’t broken yet, and it 
isn't going to break. If you: leave, 
somebody else will get your goed 
camping place, and you will be 
out of luck. No one else is leav- 
ing, and you will be foolish if you 
do.” 

Sure enough, as we_ looked 
around at the hundreds of tents, it 
seemed that scarcely anyone save 
ourselves was preparing to leave. 
I hoped Dad would change his 
mind. But instead I heard him say 
to his neighbor, ‘‘What you people 
do is not my responsibility, but 
that soldier is a representative of 


Amy government. He warns us that 


the dam may break and that for 
safety’s sake, we should get on 
higher ground. I am going to do 
as he says.”’ With that we turned 
back to the work, picked up the 
tent, the chuck box, I put my dog 
on the back seat, and we were 
ready to go. By the time we had 
made our way to higher ground, 
it was raining cats and dogs! In 
fact, it was raining so hard that 
my father suggested that rather 
than make a new camp, we should 
go home. We agreed that we had 
had.a wonderful vacation and that 
it was time to go back home. All 
night long we drove through a 
downpour! It seemed that the can- 
vas top of the old Dodge didn’t 
even strain the water as it came 
through, and we were soaking 
wet! 


In the middle of the next morn- 
ing, we drove into a small city. 
There a young man was standing 
on the street corner with a bundle 
of papers in his arms, and he was 
yelling at the top of his voice, 
“EXTRA! PAPER! EXTRA! 
PAPER! "READ ALL ABOUT 
THE FLOOD IN SAN ANTO- 
NIO!” My father stopped the car 
and bought a paper that told us 
the tragic news—the dam had 
broken; the small valley had been 
flooded, and cars, tents and people 
had been destroyed in the flood! 
The campers had been warned 
again and again that the dam was 
weak and might burst~ while 
under severe pressure, They had 
not heeded the warning. They had 
felt perfectly safe. As a result, 
many of them lost their lives, 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 11) 


is on and God help the teacher 
who dares raise a hand to dis- 
cipline any of his scholars, even 
those who come equipped with 
zip guns and brass knuckles. 

Nine hundred and _ ninety- 
eight times out of a thousand, 
mamma and papa won’t stand 
for it. 

I attended school in a day 
when a kid who got into trouble 
in class was certain to get twice 
as much at home when his 
parents learned the awful truth 
that he had been caught pelting 
the music teacher with spit- 
balls. 

No one ran for the police 
and then the family lawyer if 
little Willie came home with a 
whacked palm or a smacked 
rear. The loving eyes of our 
elders were not deceived: We 
were regarded as_ uncivilized 
cubs whom the schools and 
teachers were trying to lick in- 
to shape. 

One generation later and we 
are a nation reeling under the 
impact of juvenile delinquents 
to whom torture and murder is 
a pastime. r 

In a way, the schools are 
to blame for lack of discipline 
in the young. Their emphasis on 


i 


I told this story in the Pacific 
Garden Mission of Chicago some 
time ago, and a man named Cecil 
Cole walked up to me at the close 
of the service and said, ‘Mr. Rice, 
I was there when the dam broke. 
I was in the Army Air Corps, 
stationed at Randolph Field and 
went out with a group of soldiers 
to gather up the bodies of those 
who had been drowned. We stack- 
ed drowned bodies-in that army 
truck like cordwood, so many of 
them had been drowned!” 


Good neighbor, I fully realize that |. 


again and again and again you 
have been warned of the folly of 
neglecting your salvation, Pastors, 
Sunday School teachers, parents, 
and others have earnestly urged 
you to turn to Christ and be saved. 
It may be that you have felt you 
had plenty of time, you had noth- 
ing to worry about, and you would 
be saved “sometime.” In the name 
of commonsense, will you not 
now reconsider? With all the sin- 
cerity of my heart, I urge you to 
no longer wickedly and foolishly 
neglect the salvation of your soul 
but to turn right now to Jesus 
Christ, trust Him to save you 
and forgive you of your sins. 


My Decision for Christ 


Now let the editor plead for a 
decision. 

You know that your soul is 
in deadly danger as long as you 
neglect salvation, reject Christ 
and go on in your sins. Oh, 
decide today! Christ is ready today 
to receive you, to forgive you, to 
save you. He promises, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37). If you will 
depend upon Him, trust Him; ac- 
cept Him as your own Saviour, 
will you not tell Him so this 
minute,. there in your own heart? 
Then please sign the statement 
below, or copy it, and mail it to 
me ina letter or on a card and 
let me rejoice with you in your 
new-found faith in Christ as your 
own Saviour. I will write you a 
personal letter of counsel and help 
in living the Christian life, 


Editor John R. Rice 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read the sermon, “The 
Danger of Delay.” I realize I have 
sinned in neglecting my soul’s sal- 
vation. Here and now I confess 
my sin to Christ, and the best I 
know how, I repent and turn to 
Him for mercy and forgiveness. 
I believe that He died for me, that 
He is willing to save me now; so 
this very moment I accept Him 
and trust Him and claim Him as 
my own Saviour. I depend on Him 
to save my soul, give me everlast- 
ing life, and help me live for Him 
from this day forward. 


Signed 
Address 


(The above sermon is one of eleven from 
the book, THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAM- 
PION WHO LOST HIS TITLE, $1.50, add 
l5e vostage if ordered from Sword of the 
Lord.) 


MOVIES? 


progressive education for a 
quarter of a century taught 
little except to spare the rod, 


The home quickly reflected 
this philosophy. Now, when it is 
imperative that schools enforce 
discipline, they find no general 
support from parents who en- 
force no discipline in the home, 


Our school system is one phase 
of government, and as such has 
AUTHORITY from God to exer- 
cise discipline. (See Romans 13: 
1-7). If our nation has the power 
to execute a boy who murders— 
and it does—it should dlso have 
the power, in our public schools, 
to check criminal tendencies in 
our children in school before they 
come to fruition in major infrac- 
tions of the law. IF OUR HOMES 
AND SCHOOLS DON’T SOON 
GET RID OF THE ASININE 
POLICY OF NOT PUNISHING 
CHILDREN WHEN THEY NEED 
IT, OUR NATION WILL PERISH 
IN A DELUGE OF LAWLESS- 
NESS—and it will be the fault 
of the deceived leaders who have 
taught not to curb the evil in 
children but let them “express 
themselves.” We are now reaping, 
in our national juvenile delin- 
quency problem, the_evil harvest 
of the sowing of the godless, 
foolish philosophy of not spanking 
children, taught for the past forty 
years. Read carefully the Book 
of Proverbs, and get God’s rules 
for rearing children: and you will 
find that the Bible teaches to use 
the rod of discipline when child- 
ren err, 

Grace & Truth 


WHAT IS WRONG 
WITH THE 


by 
John R. Rice 


This book of | 
116 pages con- 
tains a burn- 
ing indictment 
against the 
Hollywood mo- 
tion picture in- 
dustry. Written 
in 1938 and 
now in its nine- 
teenth edition, 
it is nearly as 
timely and authoritative today as when 
it first came from the press, . 


In it you will find irrefutable 
evidence of the corrupiness and 
vileness portrayed daily on the 
silver screens of our movie 
palaces. Dr. Rice, not with the 
white heat of passion but with 
the cold clearness of logic, proves 
“that the commercial moving pic- 
ture theater is an unmitigated 
curse; that it is so vile in its in- 
fluence that no Christian should 
ever set foot in a movie theater? 
that parents should not allow 
their children to attend any com- 
mercial picture show.” - 


Here is abundance of proof 
that movies are made by sinful, 
wicked people, that greed and 
notoriety are the main motives 
for producing movies, that they 
deal principally in sex, crime 
and impure love themes, that’ 
movies encourage crime, en- 
dorse sin, teach lust, that they. 
result in physical, mental, moral 
and spiritual breakdown. 


NOW 60c | 


We suggest that you use this 
opportunity to stock up with a 
generous supply of this import-’ 
ant book for distribution among 
friends, young people and others: 
who might need its vital mes- 
sage. Due to higher paper, 
printing and other costs the 
publisher, Zondervan Publishing § 
House, is compelled to raise the 
price, 


AFTER JULY | 


Bbc 


Rush your order today to 


Sword of the Lord 
Publishers 


Wheaton, Illinois 
(Please add 15c for mailing costs) 
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